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SEND  FOR  SPECIMEN  PAGES  OF 


catfttttttei 


SONS 


The  JBest  Sunday-School  Music  JBook. 
Specimen  Pages  Free.  Sample  Copy,  35  Cents; 
Per  Dozen,  §3.60  by  express;  84.20  by  mail. 

FILLMORE  BROS.,  PUBS.,  CINCINNATI,  O. 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

ON  THE  INTERNATIONAL  LESSONS 
FOR  1878. 

BY  REV.  W.  E.  CRAFTS, 

Author  of  “  Through  the  Eye  to  the  Heart,’’ 
“The  Coming  Man  is  the  Piesent 
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TRIBUTEj}TO  FREDERICK  V.  BEISEL 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Frederick  Y.  Beisel  was  born  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  on  the  loth  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1817.  His  father  died  while  he 
wa3  yet  in  his  boyhood,  and  his  mother 
subsequently  married  again.  She  was 
a  pious  woman,  and  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  had  a 
good  mind  and  was  sent  to  a  Lancas- 
terian  school  at  Harrisburg.  He  then 
learned  the  trade  of  a  tinner,  but  his 
thirst  for  knowledge  prevented  him  from 
prosecuting  it.  Having  earned  some 
money,  he  went  to  Dickinson  College, 
Carlisle,  and  remained  there  until  his 
funds  were  exhausted.  By  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  these  advantages,  and  the  pros¬ 
ecution  of  his  studies  in  private,  he 
obtained  a  good,  practical  English 
education. 

The  telegraph  having  been  invented, 
young  Beisel  commenced  the  study  of 
telegraphing  in  1847,£became  a  skillful 
operator,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
electric  telegraph  in  this  country.  He 
then  went  to  Pittsburgh  and  became  a 
manager  of  the  telegraph  office  there, 
and  in  1852  he  was  transferred  to  Phil¬ 
adelphia  and  placed  in  charge  rof  the 
•  office  of  the  Atlantic  and  Ohio  [.Tele¬ 
graph  Company.  After  twelve]  years 
of  active  service  he  resigned,  but,  nev- 
■  ertheless,  retained  a  connection  with 
telegraph  companies  either  as  a  man¬ 


ager  or  president  during  his  life.  He 
was  then  engaged  for  a  short  period  by 
M.  Buehler  &  Co.,  in  their  hardware 
establishment,  after  which  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  firm  headed  by  J.  E. 
Graeff,  esq.,  in  whose  employment  he 
remained  uninterruptedly  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  a  period  of  nearly  eighteen 
years.  His  natural  aptness,  ripened  by 
observation  and  experience,  gave  him 
a  clear  insight  into  business  operations, 
and  enabled  him  to  give  judicious  coun¬ 
sel  in  determining  financial  questions  in 
the  various  boards  to  which  he  belonged. 

In  1849  Mr.  Beisel  was  married  to 
Anna  E.,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr. 
Geo.  Lochman,  of  Harrisburg.  He 
took  his  bride  to  Pittsburgh,  where  they 
attended  the  services  of  the  Lutheran 
church  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Dr. 
W .  A.  Passavant.  On  their  removal  to 
Philadelphia  they  became  regular  at¬ 
tendants  upon  the  ministrations  of  Dr. 
E.  W.  Hutter,  pastor  of  St.  Matthew’s 
Lutheran  church,  to  which  Mrs.  Beisel 
transferred  her  membership.  Mr.  Beisel 
had,  however,  not  yet  connected  himself 
with  the  church,  but  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  his  mother’s  prayers  and  coun¬ 
sels,  his  wife’s  piety  and  example,  and 
the  messages  of  God  heard  from  the 
pulpit,  he  was  brought  to  the  determina¬ 
tion  to  give  the  subject  of  religion  his 
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special  attention.  He,  accordingly, 
tarried  after  the  sermon  on  a  Sabbath 
evening,  and  revealed  his  intention  to 
Dr.  Hatter,  who  gave  him  his  pastoral 
counsel.  He  began  to  study  the  cate¬ 
chism,  attended  the  class,  receiving 
lectures  as  often  as  his  engagements 
permitted,  and  at  the  next  communion 
in  the  spring  of  1856,  made  a  public 
profession  of  his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Mr.  Beisel  at  once  became  active  in 
various  departments  of  congregational 
effort.  Daring  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Buehler  in  Europe,  he  became  his  sub¬ 
stitute  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-  I 
school,  and  hi3  most  efficient  assistant  in 
originating  and  executing  programmes 
for  anniversary  and  other  special  Sun- 1 
day-school  exercises.  He  was  also  j 
chosen  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
and  remained  in  office  during  his  life.  | 

Mr.  Beisel,  impelled  by  the  spirit  of 
religious  enterprise,  became  deeply  in¬ 
terested  in  laying  the  foundation  of  Lu¬ 
theran  missions  in  this  city.  He  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  organization  of 
the  City  Missionary  Society,  and  served 
it  as  secretary  until  its  dissolution 
in  1887.  He  was  at  first  associated 
with  the  projectors  of  the  Barlow  Mis¬ 
sion  school,  which  was  afterwards  trans 
ferred  to  the  Messiah  Lutheran  church 
during  our  pastorate.  After  that  enter- 
prisehad  obtained  a  permanent  foothold, 
he  and  Mr.  C.  Suessrott  withdrew,  and 
organized  the  Mission  School,  which 
became  the  nucleus  of  St.  Peter’s 
church,  served  by  Rev.  F.  Klinefelter,  j 
Mr.  Beisel  became  its  superintendent,  J 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  seven  i 
years.  Ha  was  also  associated  with  Mr. 
J.  E.  Graeff  in  the  organizrtion  of  the 
mission  school  of  St.  Andrew’s  church, 
presided  over  by  Dr.  T.  Stork,  and 
during  Mr.  G.’s  visit  to  Europe  occupied 
his  position  as  superintendent. 

Mr.  Beisel  was  appointed  a  member 


of  the  Lutheran  Board  of  Publication 
many  years  ago,  was  re  elected  at  every 
subsequent  meeting  of  the  Publication 
Society,  and  served  for  several  years  as 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Board.  He  was  utilized  by  Mr.  J. 
K.  Shryock,  the  superintendent,  as  a 
reader  and  judge  of  juvenile  books,  and 
rendered  important  assistance  in  notic¬ 
ing  and  recommending  books  suitable 
for  Sunday-school  libraries.  He  was 
present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  in 
February,  and  died  the  day  before  its 
next  meeting  on  the  19th  of  March. 

Mr.  Beisel’s  religious  interest  and 
activity  were,  however,  not  confined 
to  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  was  an 
ardent  friend  of  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations,  and  united  with  that  of 
Philadelphia  at  an  early  day.  He  was 
chosen  to  represent  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  its  Board  of  Managers  nearly  ten 
years  ago,  and  remained  a  member  of  it 
until  the  day  of  his  death.  John  Wana- 
maker,  esq.,  the  president,  made  one  of 
the  addresses,  at  his  funeral  services, 
bearing  testimony  to  his  Christian  worth, 
the  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged 
every  duty  entrusted  to  him,  and  the 
esteem  and  confidence  with  which  he 
was  regarded  by  the  members  of  the 
association.  Referring  to  his  punctu¬ 
ality  he  said,  that  during  nine  and  a 
half  years,  he  had  known  him  to  be 
absent  at  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
Board  but  once,  and  that  was  at  the 
meeting  held  while  he  lay  in  his  coffin, 
and  at  which  they  resolved  to  attend 
his  funeral  services  in  a  body. 

Mr.  Beisel  was  amiable,  tender¬ 
hearted,  and  even-tempered.  He  was 
social  in  his  feelings,  entertaining  in 
conversation,  and  agreeable  in  his  man¬ 
ners.  He  was  distinguished  for  good 
judgment,  self-denial,  energy,  and  per¬ 
severance.  In  religious  boards,  he  we  9 
a  wise  counselor,  in  Sunday-school  work 
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a  progressive  leader,  and  in  the  church 
a  co-worker  with  his  pastor  and  breth¬ 
ren  in  every  good  work.  In  the  do¬ 
mestic  and  social  circles,  Mr.  Bthei 
also  exhibited  corresponding  traits  of 
character.  He  was  a  dutiful  and  de¬ 
voted  son,  a  fond  and  affectionate  hus¬ 
band,  a  warm  and  faithful  friend,  and  a 
genial  and  pleasant  companion.  He  j 
had  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  in 
this  city  and  other  portions  of  the  state, 
and  was  regarded  generally  as  a  favorite 

The  career  of  Mr.  Beisel,  some  of  the 
incidents  of  which  we  have  given  above, 
is  worthy  of  note  and  of  study.  It  pre¬ 
sents  a  fatherless  boy,  without  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  extraordinary  gifts,  wealth,  or 
position,  picking  up  the  crumbs  of  knowl¬ 
edge,  fitting  himself  for  the  prosecution 
of  business,  discharging  its  duties  with 
accuracy  and  integrity,  uniting  with 
the  Christian  church,  engaging  in  vari¬ 
ous  departments  of  religious  effort,  and 
distinguishing  himself  by  his  industry, 
activity,  and  fidelity  in  all  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  life. 

Although  Mr.  Beisel  began  to  feel 
the  effects  of  his  disease  two  years  ago,  i 
he  was  prevented  from  attending  to 
business  only  twelve  days,  during  which  ; 
he  was  confined  to  his  room,  and  his 
case  was  not  regarded  by  his  physician  1 
as  critical  until  a  few  days  before  his 
death.  He  suffered  excruciating  pain, 
and  lost  the  power  of  speech,  but  retained 
his  consciousness  to  the  last.  As  his 
end  drew  near,  he  was  asked  whether 
he  could  trust  his  soul  to  the  Saviour 
and  give  up  his  wife  to  his  providential 
care.  He  nodded  assent,  in  the  full 
consciousness  of  faith,  and  on  Monday, 
March  18  th,  at  4  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus. 

The  scene  presented  at  his  obsequies 
was  an  impressive  tribute  to  character. 
Scores  and  hundreds  of  men  and 
women  filled  the  parlors,  chambers, 
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and  halls  of  the  large  house  where  he 
made  his  home.  They  came,  impelled 
by  one  common  impulse,  to  manifest 
their  sympathy  with  the  berea.ved 
widow,  and  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of 
respect  levied,  not  by  superior  attain¬ 
ments,  riches,  or  station,  but  by  the 
moral  weight  of  his  character.  Dr. 
Baum,  his  pastor,  bore  testimony  to  his 
Christian  excellencies.  Mr.  Wana- 
maker  applied  to  him  the  adage  that 
“  his  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond,” 
and  Mr.  Gra-.ff,  hi3  employer,  declared 
that,  in  the  seventeen  and  a  half  years, 
during  which  he  had  been  in  the  most 
intimate  and.  confidential  intercourse 
with  him,  he  had  never  seen  him  lose  his 
self-possession,  nor  knit  his  brow  with 
anger,  nor  utter  a  hasty  and  harsh  word, 
“  The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed,” 

— We  give  elsewhere,  from  the  pen 
of  our  co-laborer,  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz, 
some  account  of  the  late  International 
Sunday-school  Convention.  It  bears 
the  enthusiastic  imprint  of  its  author. 
He  enjoys  such  occasions;  and,  doubt¬ 
less,  it  was  a  very  whole-souled,  earnest 
gathering  of  Christian  workers,  among 
whom  it  was  good  to  be.  Appointed  a 
delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  and  urged 
to  attend,  it  was  a  matter  of  regret 
from  personal  considerations,  but  espe¬ 
cially  from  consideration  of  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  church  in  which  we  are  set 
to  serve  Christ,  that  we  were  so  situ¬ 
ated  as  to  be  obliged  to  remain  at 
home.  Especially  would  we  have  been 
gratified  to  take  the  place  on  the  pro¬ 
gramme  offered  us  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  to  have 
opened  one  of  the  most  interesting 
topics  set  down  for  discussion.  But  so 
it  was;  we  could  not  go.  We  recognize 
in  the  large  list  of  nearly  five  hundred 
delegates  present  quite  a  number  of  our 
brethren  in  the  faith,  and  are  glad 
they  were  in  attendance.  The  social 
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Christian  enjoyment,  the  contagious 
enthusiasm,  the  rapport  belonging  to 
such  gatherings,  make  up  the  greatest 
part  of  their  value.  This  convention 
had  this  additional  importance,  that  it 
was  to  appoint  a  committee  to  select 
and  arrange  the  International  Lessons 
for  the  next  period  of  years,  the  time 
of  the  one  appointed  at  Indianapolis, 
at  the  outset  of  this  plan,  having  ex¬ 


pired  with  the  programme  of  lessons 
announced  for  1879.  The  convention 
was  pleased  to  honor  us  with  a  place  on 
that  committee,  as  representative  of 
a  great  and  rapidly-growing  denomina¬ 
tion.  We  shall  try  to  fill  the  position 
as  best  we  can  for  Christ  and  His 
truth.  Surely  it  is  good  to  be  a  worker 
in  and  for  that  kingdom  which  shall 
never  be  destroyed  ! 


ATLANTA. 


AFTER  THE  CONVENTION. 


From  the  telegraphic  reports,  and 
the  very  excellent  accounts  by  Miss 
Parry  and  others  in  the  Observer  and  j 
Evangelist,  many  of  the  readers  of  the  | 
Augsburg  Teacher  have  already  ob-  ( 
tained  a  general  idea  of  the  Second  In¬ 
ternational  Sunday-school  Convention, 
and  the  hospitable  reception  of  its  del¬ 
egates  by  the  warm-hearted  people  of 
the  South.  A  few  items  concerning 
this  great  gathering  of  Christian  work¬ 
ers,  and  the  interest  our  own  church 
has  in  it,  remain  to  be  noted.  The 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  was  hon¬ 
ored  with  a  vice-president,  a  secretary, 
a  member  of  Executive  Committee,  and 
a  member  of  International  Lesson  Com¬ 
mittee.  These  positions  were  not  sought 
after,  nor  in  anywise  “  worked  up,"  but 
granted  as  her  right,  in  recognition  of 
her  evangelical  faith,  her  Sunday-school 
zeal,  and  the  efficiency  of  her  schools 
and  workers.  True,  neither  Luther 
nor  the  great  Church  bearing  his  name 
were  much  talked  about  in  the  conven¬ 
tion,  because  we  came  not  for  that  pur¬ 
pose;  but  the  blessed  principle  insisted 
upon  so  strongly  by  Luther  and  his  co¬ 
workers  in  the  great  Reformation — 
that  the  Bible  should  be  in  every  man’s 
hands,  and  taught  in  every  home — was 
a  ruling  one  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
convention.  Every  address,  every  dis¬ 
cussion,  every  hymn,  exalted  “the 
Word  of  God  as  the  only  infallible 
rule  of  faith  and  practice,’’  and  held 
forth  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only  Saviour, 


as  revealed  in  the  blessed  Word  of  God. 
The 

CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP  AND  FRATERNAL 
INTERCOURSE 

in  the  convention  were  a  marvel  to 
many  ;  but  should  not  have  been,  be¬ 
cause  they  that  love  God  should  also 
love  one  another  “  Here  all  ages,  all 
classes,  all  evangelical  denominations, 
all  nationalities,  and  all  colors,— so  far 
as  they  sent  representatives, — met  to¬ 
gether  in  sweet  Christian  harmony, 
holding  firmly  to  their  denominational 
standards,  yet  lovingly  and  harmoni¬ 
ously  ranging  them  all  under  and 
around  the  higher,  broader,  and  more 
beautiful  banner  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
great  Captain  of  salvation.”  Truer, 
holier,  and  sweeter  communion  has 
never  been  held  by  the  saints  of  God 
upon  earth.  No  gathering  since  the 
late  war  has  done  so  much,  and  yet  so 
quietly,  to  unite  all  sections  in  good 
feeling  and  purpose.  The  following 
letter  from  Governor  Colquitt,  who 
presided  over  the  convention,  speaks 
very  tenderly  on  this  subject,  and  shows 
the  impressions  made  upon  the  people 
of  his  great  State  : 

“  State  of  Georgia.  h 
“  Executive  Department,  > 
“Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  29,  1878.) 

“  Rev.  Sam’l  B.  Barnitz,  Wheeling, 
W  Fa. — My  Dear  Sir  : — I  am  greatly 
your  debtor  for  those  truly  kind  notices 
which  you  have  made  of  the  reception 
given  by  us — the  people  of  this  city — 
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to  the  recent  Sunday-school  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  the  more  than  kind  words 
you  have  spoken  of  me.  Indeed  that 
was  a  marked  and  memorable  occasion 
in  my  life.  While  I  live  I  shall  cherish 
the  many  acquisitions  made  to  my 
list  of  noble-hearted  and  great-souled 
friends,  for  which  I  am  under  obliga¬ 
tions  to  that  convention.  Here  to  this 
hour  we  are  luxuriating  in  the  affluence 
of  rekindled  love  for  our  brethren  of 
all  sections  of  our  beloved  country 
which  that  assembly  inspired.  Would 
that  moreof  these  happy  re-unions  could 
be  had  !  What  a  blessed  thing  it  would 
be  for  every  virtuous  cause  in  this  land, 
and  for  every  patriotic  purpose,  if  we 
could  understand  each  other’s  hearts 
better,  and  oftener  feel  the  fraternizing 
spirit  which  is  an  essential  part  of  our 
holy  religion.  Nothing  but  a  hardened 
and  reprobate  purpose  and  mind  can 
be  proof  against  such  blessed  influences 
as  were  so  triumphantly  and  gloriously 
displayed  in  our  recent  convention. 
Surely  vast  good  must  result  from  it  to 
every  portion  of  our  land;  and,  as  I 
say,  answering  for  ourselves,  we  are 
feeling  the  delightful  impulse  to  this 
moment. 

“  I  hope  that  you  will  keep  me  stored 
away  in  some  warm  niche  of  your 
heart,  and  that  you  will  find  time  occa¬ 
sionally  to  remember  me  in  a  line.  I 
shall  be  always  glad  to  hear  from  you, 
and  reciprocate  epistolary  favors. 

“  Wishing  you  all  happiness  and  the 
constant  blessings  and  support  of  a 
merciful  Providence, 

“  I  am  very  truly  yours, 

“Alfred  H.  Colquitt.” 

With  another  I  can  truly  say,  that  I 
believe  all  sections  have  been  brought 
into  closer  union  than  ever  before  in 
the  history  of  America.  This  Chris¬ 
tian  harmony  manifested  itself  especi¬ 
ally  with  reference  to 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  LESSONS. 

In  this,  as  the  genial  Peltz  has  said, 
“  the  Sunday-school  army  is  a  tc?iit. 
Men  who  have  opposed  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Lesson  plan,  and  who  have  hith¬ 
erto  held  aloof  from  the  conventions, 
came  out  frankly  avowing  their  changed 
sentiments,  and  their  purpose  to  work 
hereafter  in  this  harness.”  The  new 
International  Lesson  Committee  was 


appointed  with  great  unanimity,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

Rev.  John  H.  Vincent,  D.  D.,  New 
York,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
North. 

Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  LL.  D  ,  New 
York,  Presbyterian. 

Rev.  AVarren  Randolph,  D.  D.,  In¬ 
dianapolis.  Indiana,  Baptist,  North. 

Rev.  Richard  Newton,  D.  D.,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  Protestant  Episcopal. 

B.  F.  Jacobs,  Esq  ,  Chicago,  Ills., 
Baptist. 

Phil.  G.  Gillette,  LL.  D.,  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Ills  ,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
North. 

Rev.  Prof.  H.  Louis  Baugher,  A.  M., 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Evangelical  Lutheran. 

Rev.  J  A.  AVorden,  A  M.,  Prince¬ 
ton,  N.  T  ,  Presbyterian  Church,  North. 

Rev.  John  A.  Broadus,  D.  D. ,  LL.  D., 
Louisville,  Ky.,  Baptist. 

Rev.  AV.  G.  C.  Connyngham,  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn. 

Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D.,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.,  Presbyterian  Church,  South. 

Rev.  Austin  Phelps,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 
Congregationalist,  Andover,  Mass. 

Rev.  D.  H.  McVicker,  D  D  ,  LL.D., 
Quebec,  Canada. 

Rev.  John  Potts,  D  D.,  Ontario, 
Canada. 

Of  this  number,  the  six  first  named 
were  members  of  the  former  Lesson 
Committee. 

COMPLIMENTARY. 

“  Which  Lutheran  Church  was  the 
question  asked  by  several  members  of 
the  Nominating  Committee  when  Gen¬ 
eral  Clinton  B.  Fiske  proposed  that  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  be  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  Lesson  Committee.  I 
answered,  “There  is  but  one  true  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church,  though  many 
churches  in  our  large  cities,  which  do 
not  themselves  claim  to  be  anything 
but  rationalistic,  are  credited  to  us  as 
Lutheran,  because  theyruse  the  German 
language.  There  is  but  one  true  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church,  which  holds 
the  AA7ord  of  God  as  the  only  infallible 
rule  of  faith  and  practice,  and  the 
Augsburg  Confession  as  a  correct  exhi¬ 
bition  of  the  doctrine  of  that  AA7ord  of 
God.”  Then  Mr.  Stickney,  of  AVash- 
ington  city,  asked  :  “  Does  Rev.  Dr. 
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Butler,  of  our  city,  of  the  Memorial 
church,  belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church 
mentioned  by  General  Fiske  ?”  When 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  S. 
said  :  “  Well,  that  is  near  enough 

heavenly  for  me.”  Rev.  Mr.  Couples, 
of  St.  Louis,  asked  about  the  same 
question  concerning  Rev.  M.  Rhodes, 
and  when  answered,  said:  “That  is 
sufficient.”  Another  spoke  of  Dr.  S. 
A.  Ort,  another  of  another  missionary; 
and  then  Charles  J.  Coffin,  of  Indiana, 
a  man  of  keen  insight  and  lovely  char¬ 
acter,  paid  a  compliment  to  the  Ohio 
delegation  of  Lutherans,  who  came  in 
the  same  train  with  him,  and  spoke  also 
of  our  faithful  band  at  Indianapolis, 
telling  of  the  devotional  fervor  and 
sound  Scripture  views  of  the  Lutherans  [ 


i 

with  whom  he  had  personally  come  in 
contact  in  Sunday-school  work. 

These  compliments  to  the  brethren 
were  gratifying,  as  they  showed  the  im¬ 
pressions  made  by  faithful  work ,  and 
gave  evidence  that  by  our  fruits  we  are 
known,  if  even  many  do  not  know  our 
history  and  doctrine. 

In  one  thing  we  were  disappointed, 
and  that  was  in  not  meeting  a  single 
one  of  our  brethren  of  the  General 
Synod  South.  We  did  hope  to  take 
the  hands  of  many  of  them,  and  per¬ 
haps  visit  some  of  their  churches;  but 
not  one  appeared  at  the  convention, 
greatly  to  the  regret  of  every  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  North  and  West  who 
belonged  to  the  same  household  of 
faith. 


cEIijc  Hugsburg  ©raclr. 


OUR  QUESTION  BOX. 


BY  ROBT.  B.  KTNSELL,  WASHINGTON,  D  C. 

(The  Question  Box  invites  short,  practical 
contributions  from  all  who  love  the  Lord  and  j 
His  work  in  the  Sunday-school.  Bear  in  mind, 
dear  friends,  that  we  have  space  only  for  mat¬ 
ter  relating  to  Sunday-school  work.  Send  to 
the  above  address.) 

Q.  A  Superintendent  repeatedly  called  for  or¬ 
der,  “  Be  quiet  now,  children  !  Stop  talking! 
We  must  have  order  before  we  can  go  on,”  etc  , 
etc.,  while  near  his  elbow,  as  he  was  calling 
for  quiet,  in  plain  sight  of  the  whole  school, 
were  the  organist,  the  chorister,  and  a  teacher 
—yes,  talking  and  laughing  quite  noisily  to¬ 
gether.  Do  you  think  he  got  “  order  ?” 

A.  We  would  guess  not.  Of  course 
thev  didn’t  think,  didn’t  mean  to,  etc., 
but  they  did  it,  and  in  this  were  a 
power  against  the  quiet  conduct  of  the 
school. 

Q.  One  writes:  “I  do  not  see  any  result.” 

A.  We  do  not  see  the  end  from  the 
beginning.  We  may  sow  and  water; 
God  alone  giveth  the  increase.  Pray, 
work,  believe,  He  will  take  care  of  all 
that  is  His  that  nothing  be  lost. 

Q.  “  I  asked  a  teacher  if  she  visited  her 
scholars;  she  said  she  didn’t  know  where  they 
lived.” 

A.  May  the  Lord  visit  her,  and  show 
her  her  duty  in  this  regard. 


Q.  Teachers  and  scholars  with  us  are  some- 
what  irregular.  How  can  we  get  a  better 
average  attendance  ? 

A.  The  complaint  of  low  average  at¬ 
tendance  seems  quite  common.  There 
must  be  need  of  more  conscience  in 
this  matter.  Superintendents  should 
go  after  absent  teachers.  If  a  scholar 
is  absent  the  teacher  should  know  the 
reason  why  before  the  next  Sunday. 
Visiting  work  faithfully  done  helps 
greatly  to  bring  up  the  average  at¬ 
tendance. 

Q.  “  Our  Superintendent  sometimes  comes  into 
the  school  without  knowing  where  the  lesson  is 
for  the  day.  What  do  you  think  of  this? 
Ought  not  a  Superintendent  to  prepare  the 
lesson  as  well  as  a  teacher  ?  Last  Sunday  he 
asked  the  school  to  repeat  the  ‘  golden  text.’ 
They  couldn't  do  it,  and  he  couldn’t  repeat  it 
himself.  Our  school  is  not  in  a  very  flourish¬ 
ing  condition.” 

A.  We  hardly  like  to  say  what  we 
think  of  this.  We  might  put  it  too 
strongly,  perhaps  Speaking  in  all 
mildness  and  charity,  however,  we 
think  such  a  Superintendent,  if  there 
be  such  a  one,  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
himself.  We  would  not  like  to  pro¬ 
pose  an  indignation  meeting  and  the 
election  of  another  in  his  place,  but  we 
certainly  could  not  consent  to  have 
such  a  state  of  things  continue. 
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Q.  A  teacher  “  has  not  time”  to  visit  her 
class  of  five  little  girls,  but  has  time  for  reading, 
fashionable  dressing,  receiving  and  making 
other  visits,  doing  many  things  for  self  and 
pleasure,  but  not  time  for  this  little  work  for 
God. 

A.  Ask  her,  please,  why  she  is  a 
teacher,  and  what  she  is  teaching. 

Q.  From  headquarters  comes  the  request 
that  we  urge  teachers  and  superintendents  to  do 
what  they  can  to  increase  the  circulation  of 
“The Augsburg  Teacher”  and  thus  increase 
its  usefulness. 

A.  We  do  so  gladly,  and  add,  send 
some  bright  short  contributions  for  this 
department.  The  Question-Box  mill 
grinds  slowly  sometimes. 

Q.  One  Superintendent  writes,  “  We  have 
lost  nearly  fifty  books  from  our  library  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year;”  another,  “  we  have  lost 
only  three,  and  those  by  one  family  having 
moved  away  suddenly  and  their  whereabouts 
not  known.” 

A.  To  the  former  we  suggest  the 
plan  of  the  latter  for  trial.  “  We  do 
not  issue  a  book  to  a  scholar  until  he 
has  become  a  member  of  the  school  by 
a  regular  attendance  of  four  Sundays, 
and  in  the  meantime  has  been  visited 
at  his  home  by  the  teacher  and  his 
name  and  residence  taken.  If  a  book 
is  kept  out  three  weeks  we  notify  the 
teacher  at  the  close  of  the  third  Sun¬ 
day’s  session.  The  teacher  is  expected 
to  get  the  book  and  return  it  to  the 
library  on  the  next  Sunday.  In  this 
way  we  save  our  books.” 

Q.  Some  say,  “  The  Sunday-school  system 
is  a  failure;”  others,  that  it  is  a  success.  “Have 
you  a  word  on  this  ?” 

A.  The  subject  would  take  many 
words ;  we  have  space  but  for  few. 
A  failure?  No!  A  success?  Ah! 
we  must  think  of  that  a  little.  Not 
such  a  success  as  its  wisest  friends 
could  wish.  Not  yet.  But,  for  the 
near  future,  full  of  promise.  Who  can 
measure  its  grand  possibilities  !  We 
do  think  that  the  Sunday-school  has 
often  failed  or  come  sadly  short  of 
doing  what  it  should  and  might,  in  that 
it  has  neglected  the  training  of  its  teach¬ 
ers.  We  do  not  know  exactly  what 
you  mean  by  “  the  Sunday-school  sys¬ 
tem,”  as  if  it  worked  alone  and  inde¬ 
pendently.  It  is  only  one  agency,  and 
works  with  the  home  and  with  the 
Church. 


Q.  Boys,  how  do  you  like  your  teacher? 

A.  “  Well,  Mister,  we  ain’t  much 
acquainted  with  him  yet.”  Teacher, 
get  acquainted  with  your  scholars 
quickly,  know  them  at  their  home, 
know  them  lovingly  and  companion- 
ably.  This  knowledge  helps  you 
vastly  in  learning  how  best  to  teach 
them.  It  pays  if  you  would  win  them 
for  Christ. 

Q.  A  teacher  asks  for  helpful  suggestions 
in  teaching,  and  what  does  he  need  to  study 
besides  his  Bible  ? 

A.  Bible  always  first.  Don’t  do 
all  the  talking;  don’t  do  all  the  think¬ 
ing  in  your  teaching.  Teaching  is  put¬ 
ting  in  and  drawing  out,  and  so  fasten¬ 
ing.  In  your  particular  preparation  of 
a  certain  lesson,  study  all  you  can 
about  it  and  into  it;  then  the  capacities, 
needs  and  conditions  of  your  class. 
Read  what  has  heretofore  appeared  in 
the  Teacher  on  this  point.  In  your 
general  preparation,  study  everything 
—everywhere  about  you,  above  you, 
beneath  you — so  far  as  you  can.  All 
truth  is  God’s  truth,  and  is  to  be  sought 
everywhere — in  books,  in  things  and  in 
his  creatures;  in  the  fields,  in  the  sky, 
on  the  street,  in  children,  everywhere. 
Go  about  with  your  soul  open.  And 
so,  ever  gathering  knowledge,  you  will 
grow  day  by  day  riper,  and  fuller,  and 
humbler,  and  simpler;  and  by  his 
blessing,  with  wisdom  added,  fitter  to 
teach. 

Q.  From  distant  Michigan  a  little  girl  sends 
her  love  to  the  Question  Box. 

A.  The  Question  Box  thanks  you, 
dear  ;  and  may  you,  one  of  these  days, 
be  a  Question  Box  yourself,  and  give 
good  answers  to  those  who  ask  questions 
of  you.  The  child  thought  has  led  us 
into  an  affectionate  strain,  and  we  bid 
good  night  and  God  speed  in  the  good 
work  to  all  the  dear  fellow  teachers. 
In  the  bright  coming  morning  of  the 
eternal  hereafter,  “they  that  be  wise,” 
it  is  written,  “they  that  be  wise  shall 
shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament; 
and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteous¬ 
ness,  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever.” 
May  we  all  be  wise.  Q  B. 


Dead. — What  makes  the  Dead  Sea  dead? 
Because  it  is  all  the  time  receiving,  never  giv¬ 
ing  out  anything.  This  is  the  case  with  too. 
many  men. 
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Hcssons  for  June. 


COMMENTS  BY  PROF.  H.  L.  BAUGHER,  M.  A.  BLACKBOARD  ILLUSTRATIONS  BY 

REV.  J.  CROLL  BAUM,  A.  M. 


THE  HANDWRITING  ON  THE  WALL. 

June  2.  Daniel  v.  22-31. 

Blackboard  Exercise.  — Draw  a  pair  of 
balances,  with  Mene,  Mene,  Tekel,  Upharsin, 
inscribed  over  them  ;  in  the  one  scale  write 
law,  in  the  other  life,  the  latter  proving  light. 
Under  the  former  scale  put  the  first  of  the 
acrostics  below,  under  the  latter  scale  the 
other.  Above  the  former  (to  the  left)  write 
Thou  art ;  above  the  latter  (to  the  right)  write 
And  found,  and  inscribe  In  the  between  the 
two  scales.  The  scales,  so  unequally  poised, 
will  signify  weighed.  The  whole  will  then 
read,  “  Thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances”  as 
to  thy  works,  example,  integrity,  etc.,  “  and 
found,  wanting”  in  will,  action,  new-birth,  etc.. 


|  W  orks. 

E  xample. 
I  ntegrity. 
G  ratitude. 
H  ol  iness. 
E  nergy. 

D  eeds. 


Will. 

A  ction. 

N  ew-Birth. 

T  emperance. 

I  nclination. 

N  atural  Affectio  n 
G  iving. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

If  tradition  is  cdrrect  in  putting  the 
date  of  the  events  connected  with  the 
fiery  furnace  in  the  sixteenth  year  of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s  reign,  the  handwrit¬ 
ing  on  the  wall  occurred  eighty-two 
years  later,  viz. :  539  B.  C.  There 
were  three  kings  of  Babylon  after  Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar,  viz.:  Evil-Merodach, 
Neriglissar  and  Nabonnedus.  Nebuch¬ 
adnezzar  died  B.  C.  561,  and  Babylon  1 
was  taken  B.  C.  538.  Nabonnedus,  the 
last  king  of  Babylon  began  to  reign  B. 
C.  555.  By  entering  into  alliance  with 
Croesus,  king  of  Lydia,  he  drew  upon 
him  the  hostility  of  Cyrus,  who  was  at 
war  with  that  king.  In  course  of  time 
Cyrus,  who  was  becoming  a  great  con¬ 
queror,  directed  his  arms  against  Baby- 
on  and  put  the  city  under  close  siege. 


1  The  strength  and  glory  of  this  city 
J  were  spoken  of  in  the  lesson  for  May 
1  19th.  In  expectation  of  hostilities,  the 
king  had  made  extensive  preparations 
J  and  stored  the  place  with  sufficient 
provisions  to  last  a  long  time.  Cyrus 
had  now  been  encamped  about  the  city 
|  for  nearly  two  years,  and  there  was  no 
evidence  of  its  weakening  at  all  in  its 
I  resistance  to  all  modes  of  attack.  In 
their  sense  of  security  the  people  of 
Babylon  even  laughed  at  the  efforts  of 
|  the  enemy  as  they  proceeded  to  dig 
j  ditches  and  build  towers,  and  proceed 
against  the  city  according  to  the  mode 
1  of  warfare  then  in  vogue.  At  the  time 
|  our  lesson  speaks  of,  a  great  feast  was 
going  on  in  the  capital,  given  by  the 
king  to  his  nobles.  Great  was  the 
revelry  witnessed  in  the  palace  ;  and 
inflamed  with  wine,  the  royal  host 
went  perhaps  to  greater  lengths  of  un¬ 
restrained  indulgence  than  he  at  first  in¬ 
tended.  He  joined  sacrilege  to  rioting, 
and,  sending  for  the  vessels  taken  from 
the  temple  at  Jerusalem  and  hitherto 
kept  in  the  store-house  of  the  temple 
of  the  great  Babylonian  god  Belus,  or 
Bel,  used  them,  in  their  intemperate 
revelry,  to  the  dishonor  of  the  God  of 
Israel.  It  was  when  the  feast  was  at 
its  height  that  suddenly  “  over  against 
the  candlestick,”  in  the  clear  blaze  of 
its  light,  where  every  one  could  see  it, 
there  appeared  fingers  of  a  man’s  hand 
writing  upon  the  plaster  wall.  So  om¬ 
inous  was  this  that  it  sobered  the  hith¬ 
erto  giddy  king  and  made  him  tremble 
like  a  leaf,  while  the  color  left  his 
cheeks  and  in  greatest  alarm  he  cried 
out  for  all  the  professional  interpreters 
of  things  mysterious  to  come  in  and 
read  and  explain  the  awful  occurrence. 
But  his  wise  men  were  dumfounded 
as  on  the  previous  occasion  of  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar’s  dream,  and  despite  promises 
of  promotion  and  honor  worthy  of  a 
king,  could  not  even  read,  much  less 
explain,  the  writing  on  the  wall.  In 
the  confusion  the  queen-mother  came 
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in  and  mentioned  Daniel  as  the  man 
to  meet  this  emergency,  referring  to 
his  previous  history  under  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar.  Daniel  seems  since  that  time 
to  have  had  position  indeed  under  the 
government  (viii.  2,  27),  but  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  special  call  for 
his  prophetic  knowledge,  and  his  pe¬ 
culiar  skill  vvas  for  the  time  forgotten. 
Summoned  now  to  the  banquet  cham¬ 
ber,  he  said  he  would  read  and  inter¬ 
pret  the  mysterious  characters  on  the 
wall.  But  first  he  disclaimed  any  de¬ 
sire  for  reward,  and  must  needs  preface 
his  interpretation  with  some  review  of 
history  and  character,  in  which  he  set 
forth  Nebuchadnezzar’s  glory  and  fall, 
and  then  made  personal  and  pointed 
application  of  the  lesson  therefrom  to 
his  royal  auditor. 

Belshazzir’s  Sin. 

Verses  22  ani  23.  And  thou.  So 
said  Nathan  to  David,  “Thou  art  the 
man  !”  Would  that  all  the  Lord’s 
prophets  had  such  boldness,  ambassa¬ 
dors  as  they  are  of  One  who  is  higher 
than  kings  of  the  earth  !  His  son,  O 
Belshazzar.  We  have  before  noted 
that  “  son”  was  used  by  the  Orientals 
in  a  much  wider  sense  than  we  give  to 
it,  embracing  grandson,  nephew  and 
descendant.  As  profane  history  does 
not  mention  Belshazzar  among  the 
Babylonian  kings,  and  makes  Nabon- 
nedus  the  last  of  the  line,  there  seemed 
to  be  an  irreconcilable  difficulty  here, 
and  rationalists  and  infidels  were  dis¬ 
posed  to  make  the  most  of  it.  But  in 
the  middle  of  this  century  some  long 
buried  monuments  were  unearthed  at 
Um-Gheir  (Ur  of  the  Chaldees)  on 
which  are  inscriptions  recording  the 
works  of  Nabonnedus.  These  show 
that  he  had  a  son  Bel-shar-ezar,  whom 
he  associated  with  himself  on  the  throne. 
It  is  supposed  by  Rawlinson  that  Na¬ 
bonnedus  married  a  daughter  of  Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar  ;  this  would  make  Bel¬ 
shazzar  that  monarch’s  grandson. 
Hast  not  humbled  thine  heart. 
He  seems  to  have  been  gay  and  reck¬ 
less,  unwilling  to  learn  from  the  exper¬ 
ience  of  others  and  from  God’s  dealings 
with  his  predecessors.  Though  thou 
knewest  all  this,  or  hadst  opportu¬ 
nity,  at  least,  to  know  it.  The  fearful 
abasement  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  not  | 


more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  be¬ 
fore,  could  hardly  have  already  been 
ffirgotten.  The  lessons  of  history  are 
for  our  instruction  and  warning  ;  but 
Belshazzar  did  not  so  use  them,  even 
though  hostile  armies  were  encamped 
about  his  city.  But  hast  lifted  up 
thyself,  as  did  Nebuchadnezzar,  in 
pride  and  self-sufficiency.  Against 
the  Lord  of  heaven.  This  was  spe¬ 
cially  shown  that  very  night  by  the  use 
made  of  the  vessels  of  his  house, 
which  hitherto  had  been  kept  with 
some  sacredness,  the  heathen  nations 
admitting  the  reality  of  the  God  of  Is¬ 
rael  along  with  their  own  gods;  but 
in  the  excess  of  that  night’s  debauch¬ 
ery  his  lords  and  wives  and  concu¬ 
bines,  profaning  them  to  common 
uses,  drank  wine  in  them,  while  they 
praised  the  gods  of  their  own  make, 
and  of  course  inferior  to  their  makers, 
not  possessing  life  or  senses.  With 
foolish  stupidity  they  attributed  their 
fancied  security  to  these  dumb  idols. 
Perhaps  they  argued  thus :  See  here 
how  our  fathers  have  triumphed  over 
Israel,  and  our  gods  over  their  God 
Jehovah,  seeing  his  very  temple  was 
plundered  and  destroyed,  and  here  we 
have  in  our  hands  the  evidence  thereof. 
So  will  our  gods  deliver  us  from  the 
besieging  army  of  Cyrus.  Then  they 
toasted  (as  we  would  say)  their  gods, 
and  drank  to  their  praise.  But  Daniel 
calls  the  Jehovah  they  were  slighting 
the  God  in  whose  hand  thy  breath 
is  and  whose  are  all  thy  ways,  the 
God  of  life  and  providence.  Thy  gods 
have  no  breath  of  their  own  and  move 
not  about  ;  but  the  true  God  holds 
thy  breath  and  thy  ways  in  his  own 
power ;  and,  withal,  him  hast  thou 
not  glorified.  Man’s  chief  end  thou 
hast  not  known  nor  observed.  Now 
shall  it  come  through  thy  destruction. 
Thus  involuntarily  shalt  thou  glorify 
him. 

Verse  24.  Then,  when  thy  charac¬ 
ter  thus  shone  out,  culminating  in  this 
sacrilege,  was  the  part  of  the  hand, 
seen  by  the  astonished  revellers,  sent 
from  him,  from  Jehovah,  thus  despised. 
Yes,  you  were  rightly  alarmed  ;  the  ap¬ 
parition  was  supernatural.  This  writ¬ 
ing  was  written  by  fingers  sent  of  God, 
and  is  pregnant  with  terrible  meaning. 


i  jo 
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Belshazzar’s  Judgment. 

Verse  25.  This  is  the  writing* 
The  question  arises,  why  could  not  the 
Chaldeans  read  it,  since  their  language 
was  a  dialect  of  the  Hebrew,  and  the 
words  were  equally  Hebrew  and  Chal¬ 
dee  ?  Various  conjectures  have  been 
made,  to  answer  this.  Some  suppose 
the  characters  (letters)  used  were  old- 
time  ones,  unfamiliar  to  the  men  of 
those  days  ;  others,  that  they  were  writ¬ 
ten  in  an  enigmatical  manner;  others, 
that  mysterious  hieroglyphics  were 
used  ;  others,  that  a  preternatural  con¬ 
fusion  seized  the  minds  of  the  astrolo¬ 
gers  and  their  class.  MENE,  repeated 
for  emphasis  or  parallelism,  and 
TEKEL  are  passive  participles,  the 
former  meaning  numbered. ,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter,  weighed.  UPHARSIN  is  com¬ 
posed  of  the  Hebrew  conjunction  “U” 
{and)  and  the  plural  of  “peres,” 
which  is  either  a  participle  or  a  noun  ; 
and  the  word  means  and  breakings ,  or 
and  dividers. 

Verse  26  Probably,  when  Daniel 
pronounced  these  words,  their  literal 
meaning  was  plain  to  all  his  hearers, 
but  the  particular  application  they 
could  not  make  out.  Therefore  the 
prophet  proceeded  to  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  thing.  This  he  could 
know  only  by  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
understanding  with  which  God  had 
endowed  him,  and  which  manifested 
itself  as  occasion  required.  Daniel, 
being  a  man  of  prayer,  was  in  con¬ 
tinual  communion  with  God,  and  we 
may  regard  him  as  specially  inspired  on 
such  occasions  as  this.  Each  word  he  ! 
finds  fraught  with  a  double  sense,  which 
he  unfolds.  In  the  first  word,  twice 
given,  he  finds  numbered  and  fin¬ 
ished,  and  gives  this  verdict  of  God 
on  Belshazzar’s  kingdom.  When  we 
speak  of  one’s  days  being  numbered, 
we  mean  they  will  be  few,  such  as  to 
be  easily  counted. 

Verse  27.  The  second  word  shows 
the  king  weighed  and  wanting;  for 
the  word  also  means  light  weight.  The 
balances  are  God’s.  Balances  were  a 
well-known  symbol  of  justice,  even  as 
now.  They  frequently  appear  on  the 
ancient  monuments.  Compare  i  Sam. 
ii.  3  ;  Job  xxxi.  6  ;  Ps.  lxii.  9  ;  Rev.  i 


Verse  28.  Peres,  written  without 
vowel  points,  is  the  same  as  the  word 
for  Persians;  it  contains  also  the  same 
letters  as  pharsin,  without  the  plural 
termination  ;  so  Daniel  interprets  it  as 
signifying  not  merely  that  the  kingdom 
was  divided,  or  broken,  no  longer  re¬ 
maining  a  kingdom  of  itself,  but  also 
that  it  was  given  to  the  Medes  and- 
Persians,  the  very  ones  whose  forces 
were  then  beleaguering  the  capital.  It 
is  incidentally  a 'proof  of  Daniel’s  be¬ 
ing  the  author  of  this  book  that  he  puts 
the  Medes  before  the  Persians  in  nam¬ 
ing  this  power  ;  for  not  long  after  his 
time  the  pride  of  the  stronger  people 
took  from  the  older  nation  the  pre-emi¬ 
nence,  and  the  government  was  styled 
that  of  the  Persians  and  the  Medes. 

Verse  20.  Notwithstanding  the  un¬ 
welcome  nature  of  the  tidings  brought 
by  Daniel,  Belshazzar  commanded 
the  promised  honors  to  be  heaped  upon 
him,  and  his  attire  was  made  to  suit  the 
preferment  to  which  he  was  advanced 
as  the  third  ruler  in  the  kingdom. 
Why  third ?  Here  is  another  confirma¬ 
tion  of  what  has  been  shown  by  recent 
discoveries,  that  Belshazzar  was  reign¬ 
ing  with  his  father  Nabonnedus,  and 
the  next  place  after  the  throne  was  the 
third !  There  is  no  incongruity  here 
with  Daniel’s  disavowal,  in  verse  17, 
of  any  desire  for  royal  rewards.  Pie 
could  allow  honors  to  be  thrust  upon 
him,  without  seeking  them  or  being  in 
anyway  influenced  through  expectation 
of  them.  The  order  likely  went  forth 
and  was  executed  immediately,  the 
court  having  no  apprehension  of  how 
suddenly  the  evil  predictions  would  be 
fulfilled. 

Verses  3^  aud  31-  In  that  night 
’twas  all  fulfilled.  While  the  feasting 
was  going  on ,  Cyrus’  strategy  was  taking 
the  city.  The  Euphrates  river  divided 
Babylon  into  two  equal  parts,  twenty- 
five  streets  from  each  side  running 
down  to  the  river,  and  secured  by  gates. 
The  great  wall  was  carried  over  the  river 
on  bridges,  and  everything  in  the  river 
quarter  seemed  as  secure  as  elsewhere. 
Above  the  city  a  natural  depression  of 
the  soil  was  artificially  deepened  into  a 
lake  bed  said  to  be  fifty  miles  in  cir¬ 
cuit,  which  was  used,  in  times  of  the 
overflow  of  the  waters,  as  an  escape- 
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ment,  to  prevent  the  city  from  being 
deluged.  Observing  this  and  taking 
advantage  of  it,  Cyrus,  with  his  usual 
sagacity,  made  preparations  to  draw  off 
the  waters  of  the  river  into  this  place, 
and  determined  on  that  festival  night 
as  an  appropriate  time.  In  the  dead  of 
night  the  waters  were  thus  cut  off  from 
above,  and  the  river  channel  became 
comparatively  dry,  enabling  the  besieg¬ 
ing  force  to  go  under  the  walls  and  up 
to  the  gates,  which  they  found  care¬ 
lessly  open  ;  and  so  the  city,  so  confi¬ 
dent  of  her  security,  became  an  easy 
prey. 

Rawlinson,  in  his  “ Ancient  Mon¬ 
archies,'’  thus  writes  of  this  event  : 
“  When  all  was  prepared,  Cyrus  deter¬ 
mined  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  festival,  during  which  the  whole 
population  were  wont  to  engage  in 
drinking  and  revelling  ;  and  then  si¬ 
lently,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  to 
turn  the  water  of  the  river  and  make 
his  attack.  All  fell  out  as  he  hoped 
and  wished.  The  festival  was  held 
with  even  greater  pomp  and  splendor 
than  usual ;  for  Belshazzar,  with  the 
natural  insolence  of  youth,  to  mark  his 
contempt  of  the  besieging  army,  aban¬ 
doned  himself  wholly  to  the  delights 
of  the  season,  and  himself  entertained 
a  thousand  lords  in  his  palace.  Else¬ 
where  the  rest  of  the  population  was 
occupied  in  feasting  and  dancing  (Jer. 
li.  39).  Drunken  riot  and  mad  excite¬ 
ment  held  possession  of  the  town  ;  the 
siege  was  forgotten  ;  ordinary  precau¬ 
tions,  as  the  closing  of  the  river  gates, 
(Is.  xlv.  1),  were  neglected.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  example  of  their  king,  the 
Babylonians  gave  themselves  up  for  the 
night  to  orgies,  in  which  religious : 
frenzy  and  drunken  excess  formed  a 
strange  and  revolting  medley.  Mean¬ 
while,  outside  the  city,  in  silence  and 
darkness,  the  Persians  watched  at  the 
two  points  where  the  Euphrates  entered 
and  left  the  walls.  Anxiously  they 
noted  the  gradual  sinking  of  the  water 
in  the  river-bed  (Is.  xliv.  27);  still 
more  anxiously  they  watched  to  see  if 
those  within  the  walls  would  observe 
the  suspicious  circumstance,  and  sound  | 
an  alarm  through  the  town.  Should  j 
such  an  alarm  be  given,  all  their  labors 
would  be  lost.  If,  when  they  entered 


the  river-bed,  they  found  the  river 
walls  manned  and  the  river  gates  fast 
locked,  they  would  be  indeed  caught 
in  a  trap  !  Enfiladed  on  both  sides  by 
an  enemy  whom  they  could  neither  see 
nor  reach,  they  would  be  overwhelmed 
and  destroyed  by  his  missiles  before 
they  could  succeed  in  making  their  es¬ 
cape.  But,  as  they  watched,  no  sounds 
of  alarm  reached  them — only  a  con¬ 
fused  noise  of  revel  and  riot,  which 
showed  that  the  unhappy  townsmen 
were  quite  unconscious  of  the  approach 
of  danger.  At  last  shadowy  forms  be¬ 
gan  to  emerge  from  the  obscurity  of 
[  the  river  bed,  and  on  the  landing  places 
opposite  the  river  gates  scattered  clus¬ 
ters  of  men  grew  into  solid  columns; 
the  undefended  gateways  were  seized  ; 
a  war-shout  wTas  raised  ;  the  alarm  was 
taken  and  spread,  and  swift  runners 
started  off,  to  show  the  king  of  Baby¬ 
lon  that  his  city  was  taken  at  one  end 
(Jer.  li.  31).  In  the  darkness  and  con¬ 
fusion  ot  the  night  a  terrible  massacre 
ensued  (Jer.  1.  30  ;  li.  4).  The 

drunken  revellers  could  make  no  re¬ 
sistance.  The  king,  paralyzed  with 
fear  at  the  awful  handwriting  on  the 
wall,  which  too  late  had  warned  him 
of  his  peril  (Jer.  1.  43),  could  do  noth¬ 
ing  even  to  check  the  progress  of  the 
assailants,  who  carried  all  before  them 
j  everywhere.  Bursting  iivto  the  palace, 
a  band  of  Persians  made  their  way  to 
the  presence  of  the  monarch,  and  slew 
him  on  the  scene  of  his  impious  rev¬ 
elry.  Other  bands  carried  fire  (Jer.  1. 
32  ;  li.  30,  32,  58)  and  sword  through 
the  town.  When  morning  came,  Cyrus 
found  himself  undisputed  master  of  the 
city,  which,  if  it  had  not  despised  his 
efforts,  might  with  the  greatest  ease 
have  baffled  them.’’  The  original  au¬ 
thorities  for  these  statements  are  the 
Scriptures,  together  with  the  statements 
of  the  historians  Berosus,  Herodotus 
and  Xenophon,  and  the  recently  dis¬ 
covered  and  deciphered  cylinders, 
which  reconcile  previous  discrepancies 
and  confirm  the  Scripture  account. 

Verse  81.  Darius  the  Median 
took  the  kingdom,  as  a  kind  of  vice¬ 
gerent  of  Cyrus,  while  that  conqueror 
continued  to  ividen  the  limits  of  his 
newly-founded  kingdom,  corresponding 
to  the  silver  arms  and  breasts  of  Ne- 
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buchadnezzar’s  image.  Rawlinson 
states  that  Cyrus’  habit  was  to  appoint 
deputies  to  rule  for  him  in  the  various 
states  he  conquered.  Darius  was  a 
general  name  of  the  Medo-Persian 
kings,  as  Aretas  was  of  the  Arabian 
rulers,  and  Caesar  of  the  Roman  Em¬ 
perors.  Who  this  person  was  is  uncer¬ 
tain.  It  was  probably  Cyaxares  II., 
uncle  and  father-in-law  of  Cyrus,  and 
son  of  Astyages,  the  last  king  of  the 
Medes.  If  it  be  asked  where  was  Bel¬ 
shazzar’s  father  Nabonnedus  at  the  time 
of  the  taking  of  Babylon,  it  appears 
that  he  had  previously  been  defeated 
outside  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  retire  to  the  neighboring  city 
of  Borsippa,  where  he  afterwards  capit¬ 
ulated.  Be  sure  to  read  the  prophe¬ 
cies  above  referred  to,  in  which  the  fact 
and  manner  of  the  capture  of  Babylon 
were  declared  long  before  the  event. 


DANIEL  TN  THE  LIONS’  DEN.— 
WHITSUNDAY. 

June  9.  Daniel  vi.  14-23. 


Explanation.— As  Daniel  was  encompassed 
by  Lions,  so  the  LIONS  of  Lust,  of  Infidelity, 
of  Old  Habits,  of  Neglect,  and  of  Skepticism, 
are  to  be  subdued  and  overcome  by  us. 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

In  adjusting  affairs  after  the  over¬ 
throw  of  the  Babylonian  Empire  and 
the  incoming  of  that  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians,  Darius,  the  Mede,  put  in  au¬ 
thority  by  his  nephew  and  son-in-law 


Cyrus,  saw  fit  to  appoint  a  hundred  and 
twenty  deputies  over  the  realm,  who 
were  to  render  account  to  a  kind  of 
cabinet  of  three  presidents,  who  were 
to  preside  over  the  king’s  interests. 
Daniel,  made,  as  we  have  seen,  third 
ruler  in  the  kingdom  by  Belshazzar  on 
the  night  of  Babylon’s  fall,  was  retained 
in  power  by  the  new  government  and 
made  the  incumbent  of  the  first  presi¬ 
dency  ;  and  time  proved  him  so  valua¬ 
ble  a  personage  that  the  king  contem¬ 
plated  setting  him  as  viceroy  over  the 
whole  realm.  This  naturally  awakened 
the  jealous  envy  of  the  other  presidents, 
in  which  the  princes  joined.  Daniel 
must  fall,  was  their  thought  and  pur¬ 
pose  ;  but  how  should  this  end  be  ac¬ 
complished  !  All  their  watchfulness 
could  discover  no  fault  chargeable  to 
the  Hebrew  officer  of  the  court.  But 
their  interests,  they  thought,  demanded 
his  removal,  and,  politician-like,  they 
will  make  a  way  for  their  purposes.  So 
they  go  to  scheming,  and  conclude 
that  they  will  lay  a  trap  into  which 
Daniel’s  sterling  religious  character 
will  certainly  lead  him  to  fall.  So  they 
frame  a  law  that  no  religious  homage 
be  done  to  any  being  but  the  king  for 
thirty  days,  and  bring  it  to  Darius 
to  sign.  Now,  senseless  and  presump¬ 
tuous  as  this  proposal  may  seem  to  us, 
when  we  remember  that  “  according  to 
the  general  fundamental  principle  of 
heathenism,  the  ruler  is  the  son,  the 
representative,  the  living  manifestation 
of  the  people’s  gods,  and  the  world- 
ruler,  thus  the  manifestation  of  all  the 
gods  of  the  nations  that  were  subject 
to  him”  ( Keil ),  we  can  readily  under¬ 
stand  why  the  conspirators’  proposi¬ 
tion  gained  not  only  the  consideration 
but  also  the  assent  of  the  new  king. 
The  Egyptians  and  Ethiopians,  as  well 
as  the  Medes,  paid  divine  honors  to  their 
kings,  and,  later,  the  Roman  Emperors 
put  their  images  among  those,  of  the 
gods,  for  veneration  with  them.  Not, 
therefore  suspecting  any  sinister  pur¬ 
pose,  and  perhaps  pleased  with  a  pro¬ 
position  to  promote  the  king’s  honor 
among  all  his  subjects,  Darius  put  his 
signature  to  the  proposed  measure  and 
made  it  a  binding  law,  the  penalty  for 
violation  of  which  was,  to  be  thrown  to 
the  lions.  The  trap  was  now  securely 
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set,  and  the  conspirators  have  not  long 
to  wait  for  their  victim.  Daniel  heard 
of  the  new  law,  and  was  well  aware  of 
its  penalty  ;  but  his  course  in  reference 
thereto  was  already  determined  by  his 
sterling  godly  character.  Three  times 
a  day,  at  nine,  and  noon,  and  three 
o’clock  again,  the  first  and  last  of 
these  times  always  commemorating  the 
daily  sacrifices  that  used  to  be,  Dan¬ 
iel  had  been  wont  to  retire  to  his 
upper  chamber  and  pray  on  bended 
knees  to  God  at  the  window  that  looked 
toward  Jerusalem.  In  this  his  pious 
custom  he  continued  after  the  prohibi¬ 
tory  law  was  made,  just  as  he  had  done 
before,  making  no  ostentation,  but  de¬ 
voutly  worshiping.  The  spies  were  on 
his  track,  and  presently  he  was  reported 
to  the  king ;  his  enemies  had  caught 
him  in  their  trap,  and  now  they  would 
make  an  end  of  him.  Falsifying  Dan¬ 
iel’s  motive,  and  trying  to  raise  suspi¬ 
cion  and  jealousy  in  the  king’s  breast 
against  his  favorite,  they  come  and 
say,  “  That  Daniel,  which  is  of  the 
children  of  the  captivity  of  Judah,  re- 
gardeth  not  thee,  O  king,  nor  the  de¬ 
cree  that  thou  hast  signed,  but  maketh 
his  petition  three  times  a  day  !” 

Man’s  Weakness  and  Hate. 

Ye  se  14.  When  he  heard  these 
words,  the  king  perceived  how  he 
had  been  caught  by  the  cunning,  ma¬ 
licious  jealousy  of  his  public  officers. 
It  displeased  him  sorely  that  they  had 
made  a  victim  of  Daniel,  his  favorite. 
That  he  was  displeased  with  himself  {ox 
allowing  himself  to  be  thus  made  a  tool 
of,  is  quite  likely,  though  this  is  rather 
the  view  of  the  translators  than  an  exact 
rendering  of  the  original.  Set  his 
heart  on  Daniel  to  deliver  him. 
That  was  his  ardent,  absorbing  desire  ; 
and  he  was  so  earnest  in  contriving 
ways  and  means  of  accomplishing  it, 
that  it  is  said,  he  labored  at  it 

TILL  THE  GOING  DOWN  OF  THE  SUN. 
Oriental  custom  was  to  execute  sen¬ 
tences  promptly,  and  evening  was  con¬ 
sidered  an  especially  appropriate  time 
for  concluding  actions. 

Terse  15.  Then  these  men.  How 
many  of  them  were  actively  engaged 
in  Daniel’s  persecution  we  are  not  told. 
It  is  not  likely  that  the  whole  body  of 
lords  came  together;  but  only  those 


who  had  the  matter  specially  in  hand. 
Assembled  unto  the  king.  Thev 
|  saw  evidently  his  disposition  to  deliver 
Daniel,  and  were  determined  that,  now 
they  had  their  victim  caught,  he  should 
not  escape.  They  quote  to  the  waver¬ 
ing  sovereign  the  constitutional  provis¬ 
ion  of  the  kingdom,  that  no  law  once 
authorized  and  published  in  due  form 
by  the  king  may  be  changed.  This 
provision  seems  to  have  been  made  in 
order  to  enhance  the  sovereign’s  dig¬ 
nity  and  make  him  infallible  as  a  god, 
and  is  of  a  piece  with  the  statute  now 
under  consideration,  forbidding  wor¬ 
ship  of  any  one  but  the  king  for  thirty 
days.  It  was  indeed  a  presumptuous 
and  foolish  provision;  but,  seeing  it  ex¬ 
isted,  it  should  have  made  the  sover¬ 
eign  unspeakably  careful  to  what  laws 
he  put  his  seal. 

Yerse  16.  The  "king  was  fairly  caught 
by  the  conspirators’  scheme.  Like 
Herod,  who  before  his  lords  unguard¬ 
edly  promised  his  niece  whatever  she 
might  ask,  and  then  was  appalled  by  a 
request  for  John  Baptist’s  head,  he  did 
!  not  want  to  keep  his  word  at  such  a 
;  cost,  yet  was  not  brave  enough,  nor 
i  honest  and  good  enough  to  break  it. 
Therefore  the  king  commanded  the 
law,  though  now  seen  to  have  been  the 
1  work  of  a  jealous  and  wicked  conspi¬ 
racy,  to  be  carried  out,  and  the  fearful 
penalty  inflicted  on  his  favorite,  inno¬ 
cent  of  any  crime  as  he  was !  The  king’s 
weakness  is  as  conspicuous  here  as  his 
lords’  hate. 

The  den  of  lions  was  a  well-known 
place  ;  not  one  of  the  natural  haunts 
of  these  beasts,  but  an  artificial  place 
t  for  their  keeping,  connected  with  the 
royal  establishment.  The  exact  con- 
!  struction  of  it  we  cannot  tell  nor  need 
s  to  know.  This  is  the  first  time  such  a 
I  punishment  is  spoken  of  in  the  Bible, 
and  monuments  recently  dug  up  in  the 
land  of  Chaldea  fully  confirm  the  scrip- 
|  ture  statements  of  the  use  there  of  this 
kind  of  punishment.  Several  of  them 
represent  men  in  conflict  with  lions  or 
under  their  power.  One  of  these,  found 
at  Babylon,  is  a  sculptured  granite  lion 
'  standing  over  the  prostrate  body  of  a 
man,  who  yet  seems  uninjured  by  the 
|  wild  beast.  That  all  kinds  of  wild 
{  beasts  were  kept  at  Rome,  and  brought 
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into  the  amphitheatre  to  contend  with 
one  another  or  with  gladiators  or  to  be 
hunted  for  the  people’s  entertainment, 
is  well  known  ;  and  they  were  subse¬ 
quently  made  an  instrument  of  perse¬ 
cution  of  the  Christians,  so  that  as  the 
people  cried  of  Christ  “Crucify  him,” 
the  Romans  were  wont  to  cry  of  one 
suspected  to  be  a  Christian,  “To  the 
lions,  to  the  lions  with  him  !”  So  Paul 
speaks  of  the  spectacle  of  the  fighting 
with  wild  beasts  at  Ephesus,  i  Cor. 
xv.  32. 

As  Daniel  led  Darius’  presence,  the 
king  expressed  the  wish  that  the  God 
he  so  faithfully  served  would  deliver 
him  in  some  way ;  for  the  last  clause 
of  this  verse  is  a  wish  or  prayer,  rather 
than  an  expression  of  belief. 

Verse  1 7.  And  a  stone  was  brought 
more  for  the  security  of  those  without 
than  of  him  within  the  den,  security 
against  any  effort  at  rescue  by  outside 
parties,  just  as  was  the  case  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  stone  at  our  Lord’s  sep¬ 
ulchre.  It  was  LAID  UPON  THE  MOUTH 
of  the  den,  and  then  sealed,  so  that 
nobody  would  dare  to  open  the  place 
of  exit,  and  if  they  did,  the  broken 
seals  would  testify  of  such  tampering. 
Not  only  the  king’s  own  signet,  but 
also  the  signet  of  his  lords,  Daniel’s 
persecutors,  was  affixed,  thus  attaining 
double  security,  and  making  rescue  im¬ 
possible.  That  the  purpose  might 

NOT  BE  CHANGED  CONCERNING  DaNIEL, 
is  the  reason  given  for  this  seemingly 
needless  guaranty.  The  lords  had  al¬ 
ready  had  more  evidence  than  they 
liked  of  the  king’s  desire  to  save  his 
favorite,  if  possible. 

Verse  18.  Then  the  king  went 
from  the  den  to  his  palace,  but  not  to 
spend  a  delightsome  evening  or  restful 
night ;  supperless,  joyless,  sleepless, 
the  rveary  hours  of  the  night  slowly 
went  on.  No  instruments  of  music, 
none  of  the  usual  social  festivities  made 
that  night  merry.  Two  thoughts  espe¬ 
cially  harrowed  the  king’s  mind — that 
he  had  been  so  duped  by  his  lords  ; 
and  that  he  had  acted  so  unjustly 
towards  a  faithful  subject  whom  he 
loved. 

Verse  10.  Very  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  Darius  left  his  royal  couch,  all 
whose  splendor  and  luxury  gave  him  no 


repose  that  night,  and  went  in  haste 
unto  the  den  of  lions.  This  showed 
that  his  wish,  expressed  in  verse  16, 
was  not  unattended  with  some  hope 
that  it  might  be  so. 

(lull’s  Power  and  Loring  Care. 

Verse  20.  With  mingled  hope  and 
dread  the  king  came  to  the  den,  and 
cried  with  a  lamentable  voice,  truly 
expressive  of  his  feelings,  and  surcharged 
with  the  experiences  of  the  past  night. 
O  Daniel,  servant  of  the  living  God 
— whence  did  he  know  that  title  ! — is 
thy  God,  whom  thou  servest  contin¬ 
ually — the  king  knew  the  old  man’s 
religious  fervor  and  faithfulness,  and 
that,  humanly  speaking,  he  was  worthy 
of  divine  interposition — able  to  de¬ 
liver  thee  from  the  lions  ?  All  night 
the  king  had, ’mid  his  remorse,  spec¬ 
ulated  on  this  question. 

Verses  21  and  22.  With  what  bated 
breath  the  royal  interrogator  must  have 
listened  if  there  would  be  an  answer? 
But  lo,  in  no  faltering  tones,  comes 
back  the  accustomed  salutation,  O' 
king,  live  forever.  It  is  Daniel’s 
voice  !  He  lives  !  What  a  load  rolls 
off  the  king’s  heavy  heart  !  My  God, 
whose  ability  you  hoped  in,  yet  doubted,, 
the  God  of  life,  hath  sent  his  angel, 
one  of  those  ministering  spirits  to  the 
heirs  of  salvation  (Heb.  i.  14),  and 
HATH  SHUT  THE  LIONS’  MOUTHS,  in 
some  extraordinary  way  influencing 
them,  that  they  have  not  hurt  me. 
It  is  enough  to  suppose  that  God  caused 
to  fall  upon  these  beasts  that  original 
dread  of  man  and  subjection  to  him 
which  was  to  a  great  extent  lost  by  the 
fall.  No  matter  how,  the  fact  was 
enough.  The  God  who  delivered  Sam¬ 
son  (Judges  xiv.  5-6),  and  the  shepherd 
David  (1  Sam.  xvii.  34-36),  who  saved 
the  three  Hebrews  in  the  burning  fiery 
furnace,  protected  Daniel ;  and  the 
old  prophet,  now  past  four-score,  had 
a  serener  night  there  among  the  lions 
in  communion  with  God,  than  Darius 
had  on  his  soft  bed  with  his  troubled 
thoughts.  With  Daniel  was  inno- 
cency,  proven  thus  by  the  divine  inter¬ 
position  ;  and  also  before  thee,  O 
king  have  I  done  no  hurt.  My  ac¬ 
cusers’  statements  have  no  foundation 
in  fact,  so  far  as  disregarding  the  royal 
honor  is  concerned.  The  good  old 
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man  had  “a  conscience  void  of  offence  j 
toward  God  and  toward  man.” 

Verse  23.  Exceeding  glad,  beyond 
the  power  of  words  to  express,  was  the 
king  on  realizing  his  servant’s  deliver¬ 
ance.  So  he  had  him  taken  up  out 
of  the  den,  and  he  became  a  walking 
miracle  ;  for  all  saw  that  no  manner 

OF  HURT  WAS  FOUND  UPON  HIM.  So  it 
had  been  with  Shadrach,  Meshach  and 
Abed-nego.  If  wonderful  miracles  be¬ 
fore  men’s  eyes  were  calculated  to 
bring  men  to  God,  the  Babylon  people 
ought  certainly  to  have  been  converted 
to  him  !  But  was  it  so  ?  Because  he 
believed  in  his  God.  “  Stopped  the 
mouths  of  lions,”  is  one  of  the  triumphs 
of  faitb  as  recorded  in  Heb.  xi.  (  Verse 
33.)  Daniel  realized  the  promise, ‘‘Thou 
wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whose 
mind  is  stayed  on  thee  ;  because  he 
trusted  in  thee.”  Is.  xxvi.  3. 

In  the  case  of  the  conspirators  against 
this  servant  of  God,  there  was  fulfilled 
David’s  saying  of  theheathen(Ps.  ix.  15), 

“  In  the  net  which  they  hid  is  their  own 
foot  taken for  when  Daniel’s  accusers 
— we  know  not  how  many  of  them  there 
were — were  tested  by  the  very  punish¬ 
ment  they  had  prepared  for  him,  there 
was  none  to  deliver  them  from  the 
teeth  and  claws  of  those  terrible  lions. 

Reflections. 

1.  Many  a  time  Christians  have  had 
to  say  with  David  (Ps.  lvii.  4),  “My 
soul  is  among  lions  but  they  could 
also  say,  “  He  shall  send  from  heaven  | 
and  save  me  !” 

2.  It  is  better  to  be  among  lions 
with  God  than  in  palaces  without  him  ! 

3.  No  beds  of  down  can  rest  a  tern-  j 
pest-tossed  mind. 

4.  All  the  glories  and  delights  of 
heaven  could  not  gladden  an  unre-  | 
newed  sinner.  Hell  is  a  necessary  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  nature  of  things. 

5.  No  oath  to  do  wrong  dare  stand. 
There  cannot  be  an  obligation  to  sin. 

6.  Is  he  able?  says  ignorance  and 
doubt.  “Fear  not;  only  believe,” 
says  the  divine  Word. 

7.  God’s  Spirit,  given  on  Pentecost 
to  abide  with  his  church,  is  the  power 
by  which  she  shall  shut  the  mouths  of 
worse  enemies  than  lions,  yea,  even  the 
mouth  of  the  great  adversary  and  ac¬ 
cuser  himself. 


MESSIAH’S  KINGDOM. 


June  16. 


Daniel  vii.  9. -14. 


J  oyful 
E  verlasting 
S  afe 
U  niversal 
S  overeign 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

Daniel  was  introduced  to  us  among 
the  children  of  the  captivity,  when  he 
was  a  lad  about  sixteen  years  old,  and 
of  him  at  that  early  period  it  was  said 
he  had  by  God’s  special  gift  “  under¬ 
standing  in  all  visions  and  dreams.” 
We  have  found  him  afterwards  inter¬ 
preting  for  Nebuchadnezzar  and  Bel¬ 
shazzar.  But  he  also  himself  had 
dreams  and  revelations,  such  some¬ 
times,  as  even  he  did  not  understand. 
We  need  not  wonder  at  this.  The  rev¬ 
elations  he  received  were  for  the  church, 
for  us,  and  to  be,  after  the  facts,  a  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  divine  foreknowledge, 
and  a  ground  of  confidence  in  God’s 
Word.  “  Holy  men  of  God  spake  as 
they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,” 
and  they  ofttimes  searched  “  what,  or 
what  manner  of  time  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  which  was  in  them  did  signify,” 
only  to  learn  “that  not  unto  them¬ 
selves,”  but  to  after  generations  “they 
did  minister  the  things”  which  they 
wrote.  (1  Pet.  i.  n,  12.)  Much  that 
they  prophesied  was  to  them  a  “  mys* 
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tery  things  which  “  to  us”  are  plain, 
made  clear  by  God’s  providence.  Writ¬ 
ten  for  “  our  admonition,  upon  whom 
the  ends  of  the  world  are  come”  (i 
Cor.  x.  it).  So  things  that  our  Lord 
told  his  disciples,  “they  understood  not 
at  the  first,”  things  which  after  his 
glorification  became  plain,  and  proved 
a  bulwark  of  their  faith.  So,  if  we 
cannot  fathom  all  the  prophecies  of  the 
Bible,  whether  in  the  Old  or  in  the 
New  Testament,  yet  let  us  be  patient, 
and  while  we  “search”  diligently,  if 
we  do  not  always  find  the  meaning  of 
God’s  Word,  let  us  not  say  it  is  in  vain 
that  we  have  it. 

The  vision  of  which  we  have  part 
to  day,  was  seen  by  the  prophet  in  the 
first  year  of  Belshazzar,  about  B.  C. 
539,  and  a  year  or  two  before  the  events 
of  last  lesson.  It  was  a  night  vision, 
like  Nebuchadnezzar’s,  and  referred  to 
the  same  things  as  that  dream.  In  Neb¬ 
uchadnezzar’s  dream  the  several  parts 
of  the  large  image  of  a  man  repre¬ 
sented,  in  different  substances,  the  var¬ 
ious  world-powers.  These  in  Daniel’s 
dream  were  represented  by  “  four  great 
beasts”  rising  up  out  of  the  sea.  The 
same  difference  of  opinion  exists  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  historical  reference  of  the 
fourth  beast  that  we  noted  in  speaking 
of  the  fourth  kingdom  in  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar’s  image.  It  is  more  fully  de¬ 
scribed  here,  and  is  supposed  to  be  still 
more  minutely  set  forth  in  the  Revela¬ 
tion  of  St.  John,  chaps,  xiii.  and  xvii. 

The  World-Kingdoms  Orerthrown. 

Verse  0.  I  beheld  till.  The  whole 
seems  to  have  passed  before  him  like  a 
panorama,  a  mystical  compendium  of 
the  world’s  history  on  till  the  final  con¬ 
summation.  The  thrones  were  cast 
down.  This  is  apt  to  produce  a  wrong 
impression  on  the  English  reader. 
There  is  no  article,  and  the  “  thrones” 
were  seats  of  judgment,  and  “  cast 
down”  means  set,  put,  placed.  The 
whole  was  a  judgment  scene.  In  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  plural,  “thrones,” 
compare  verse  22;  Rev.  xx.  4;  1  Cor. 
vi.  2,  3.  All  the  context  shows  that 
this  was  not  the  final  judgment  of  quick 
and  dead,  but  a  representation  of  God’s 
providence  in  the  affairs  of  the  world  ; 
nations  must  have  their  judgment  in 
this  world,  as  times  roll  on;  individuals 


have  theirs  at  the  end  of  time — the  last 
great  day.  The  Ancient  of  days. 
The  Eternal ;  of  whom  Moses  (Ps.  xc. 
2)  says,  “Before  the  mountains  were 
brought  forth,  or  ever  thou  hadst 
formed  the  earth  and  the  world,  even 
from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  thou 
art  God.”  “The  fust  and  the  last” 
(Is.  xliv.  6)  ;  “  the  high  and  lofty  One 
that  inhabiteth  eternity”  (Is.  lvii.  15); 
“  whose  goings  forth  have  been  from  of 
old,  from  everlasting”  (Mic.  v.  2). 
Did  sit.  So  it  appeared  in  the  vision. 
Of  course,  while  this  appearance  repre¬ 
sented  God,  it  was  no  likeness  or  image 
of  him.  God  is  inconceivable  in  his 
person,  and  whose  garment  was 
white  as  snow.  He  covereth  "himself 
with  light  as  with  a  garment  (Ps.  civ. 
2).  Compare  Mark  ix.  3.  The  hair 

OF  HIS  HEAD  LIKE  THE  PURE  WOOL. 

Compare  Rev.  i.  14.  White  was — as  it 
still  is — a  symbol  of  purity.  This  was 
an  unspotted  judge,  and  venerable. 
Snow,  and  wool  and  light  represent 
whiteness.  Compare  Ps.  li.  7  ;  cxlvii. 
16  ;  Is.  i.  18.  Fiery  flame  and  burn¬ 
ing  fire  are  agencies  both  for  purifica¬ 
tion  and  for  destruction,  and  are  fre¬ 
quently  used  in  the  Scriptures,  in  repre¬ 
sentations  of  God.  His  wheels.  His 
for  its,  as  always  in  the  Bible.  The 
throne,  or  seat  of  judgment,  is  repre¬ 
sented  as  having  wheels.  These  probably 
indicate  rapidity  of  movement.  Ezekiel 
has  much  to  say  of  wheels  in  his  myster¬ 
ious  visions.  Daniel,  who  came  after 
him,  likely  was  familiar  with  his  pro¬ 
phecy/'  The  fire-scattering  wheels  of  the 
throne  show  the  omnipresence  of  the 
divine  throne  of  judgment,  the  going 
of  the  judgment  of  God  over  the  whole 
earth.”  (. Kliefoth. ) 

Verse  10.  A  fiery  stream.  “The 
fire  which  engirds  with  flame  the  throne 
of  God  pours  itself  forth  as  a  stream 
from  God  into  the  world,  consuming 
all  that  is  sinful  and  hostile  to  God  in 
the  world,  and  rendering  the  people 
and  kingdom  of  God  glorious.” 
(AT//.)  This  becomes  “a  pure  river  of 
water  of  life,  clear  as  crystal,’’  in  the 
paradise  of  God,  Rev.  xxii.  1.  Thou¬ 
sand  thousands,  and,  again,  ten  times 
that  number,  signify  an  innumerable 
concourse.  He  is  the  “  Lord  of 
hosts.’’  Ministered  unto  and  stood 
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before  both  indicate  the  sphere  of 
these  attending  angels.  Compare 
Deut.  xxxiii.  2;  Ps.  lviii.  17;  Heb.  i. 
14 ;  xii.  22  ;  Jude  14  ;  Rev.  v.  xi.  The 
Judgment.  See  above,  on  verse  9. 
Was  set.  Organized,  begun.  And 
the  books  were  opened.  See  similar 
representations  in  chap  xii.  1,  and 
Rev.  xx.  12,  15.  These  books  contain 
history  and  destiny.  It  is  evident, 
from  what  follows,  that  this  judgment 
was  a  prolonged  one,  illustrating  the 
course  of  providence. 

Terse  11.  The  voice  of  the  great 
words  which  the  horn  spake  now  at¬ 
tracted  the  seer’s  attention.  This  horn 
he  had  seen  (verse  8,)  come  up  among 
the  ten  horns  that  characterized  the 
fourth  beast,  which  was  the  fourth 
great  world-power,  and  generally  un¬ 
derstood  to  represent  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire.  The  ten  horns  represented  ten 
kings  or  kingdoms  that  were  to  arise 
out  of  this  power  (verse  24),  and 
another  was  to  follow  them,  diverse 
from  them  all,  before  whom  three  of 
them  should  fall,  and  who  would  be 
characterized  by  “  great  words  against 
the  Most  High”  and  attempts  against 
his  saints.  It  is  generally  allowed 
that  the  world-power  possessed  by  the 
Roman  empire  when  broken  up  was  so 
distributed  as  to  be  comprehended  by 
ten  succeeding  kingdoms  or  govern¬ 
ments.  These  are,  amid  some  diversi¬ 
ties,  given  with  pretty  general  agree¬ 
ment  by  various  authorities,  some  of 
whom,  in  thus  enumerating  ten  parts 
of  the  dismembered  empire,  had  no 
reference  to  or  thoughts  of  this  proph¬ 
ecy  of  Daniel.  Who  or  what  is  specif¬ 
ically  represented  by  the  little  horn  is 
a  question  more  easily  asked  than 
answered.  Those  interpreters  who 
make  the  fourth  great  world-power  to  j 
be  that  of  the  successors  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  the  Seleucidae,  understood  I 
by  it  Antiochus  Epiphanes.  A  great 
many  of  those  who  understand  the 
Roman  power  to  be  the  fourth  world- 
power,  find  in  the  Papacy  a  fulfillment 
of  the  representations  about  the  little 
horn.  The  question  is  too  involved 
for  discussion  here.  Both  these  inter¬ 
preters  may  be  wrong.  Whilst,  then, 
we  may  not  be  able  certainly  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  historical  person  or  power  set 
forth  by  this  little  horn,  yet  there  can 


be  no  doubt  about  its  spirit  and  works 
as  contrary  to  God  and  his  truth. 
The  beast  or  world-power,  along  with 
its  horns,  including  the  blaspheming 
little  horn  of  great  power,  was  de¬ 
stroyed,  WAS  SLAIN,  AND  HIS  BODY  DE- 


seen  before,  the  fiery  surroundings  of 
the  Ancient  of  days  were  symbols  of 
both  glory  and  destructive  power. 

Verse  12.  The  rest  of  the  beasts 
were  the  other  world  -  kingdoms. 
They  had  their  dominion  taken 
away.  Their  distinctive  rule  and 
power,  as  governments,  were  gone. 
They  had  in  fact  succeeded  and  sup- 
1  planted  one  another.  Yet  their  lives 
■  were  prolonged.  They  existed,  with¬ 
out  sovereignty.  “  The  countries  and 
peoples  contained  in  them,  and  the 
influence  of  their  ideas  and  civiliza- 
|  tion,  lingered.”  Their  spirit,  animus, 
was  still  to  exist.  For  a  season  and 
a  time.  This  mode  of  expression  in¬ 
dicates  a  period  fixed  and  known  so  far 
as  God  is  concerned,  but  indefinite  and 
unknown  to  man. 

Messiah’s  Kingdom  Established. 

Verse  18.  I  saw  in  the  night-visions. 
This  formula  as  in  verses  2  and  7,  in¬ 
dicates  a  new  phase  in  the  judgment 
going  on.  Like  the  (or  rather  a )  son 
of  man.  Having  the  appearance  of  a 
human  being.  It  is  implied,  whilst  it 
is  not  denied  that  this  is  a  human 
being,  that  it  is  something  more,  and 
the  accompaniment  of  his  coming, 
with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  repre¬ 
sents  him  as  higher  than  the  (ordinary) 
sons  of  men.  Throughout  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  the  clouds  of  heaven  are  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Lord  God  of  heaven.  It 
is  he  “who  maketh  the  clouds  his 
chariot”  (Ps.  civ.  3).  Compare  Ex. 
xix.  16;  xl.  34-38;  Levit.  xvi.  2;  1  Kings 
viii.  12  ;  Ps.  xviii.  11,  12  ;  xcvii.  2  ;  Is. 
xix.  1  ;  Matt.  xxiv.  30;  xxvi.  64 ;  Rev. 
i/7.  “  Son  of  man’  ’  without  any  article, 
or  with  the  indefinite  article,  seems  to 
have  been  used  as  a  common  appella¬ 
tion  ;  but  when  we  find  the  words,  the 
Son  of  man,  used  almost  constantly  by 
Jesus  of  himself,  we  can  not  doubt 
that  he  refers  to  this  passage  in  Daniel, 
and  by  the  very  use  of  the  term  declares 
his  Messiahship,  his  being  more  than 
man  while  in  the  form  of  man.  See 
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especially,  John  i.  51  and  Matt.  xxvi. 
63,  64.  The  Saviour  uses  this  term  in 
speaking  of  himself  eighty-four  times  ; 
only  three  times  is  it  used  out  of  the 
gospels,  and  then  it  is  used  of  him, 
once  in  Acts  and  twice  in  Revelation. 
Only  in  the  last  three  instances  is  he 
so  called  by  others.  To  the  Ancient 
of  days.  Who  sat  on  the  judgment 
seat.  Notice  that  at  the  last  judgment, 
the  Son  of  man  is  to  be  the  judge.  But 
here  they  brought  him,  the  Son  of 
man,  near  before  him,  the  Ancient 
of  days.  The  “they”  of  this  state¬ 
ment  is  used  indefinitely,  and  the  state¬ 
ment  is  equivalent  to  saying  he  “  was 
brought  before  him.”  Such  was  the  next 
act  of  this  judgment  scene. 

Verse  14.  And  there  was  given 

HIM  DOMINION,  AND  GLORY,  AND  A 
kingdom.  This  was  not  a  world-power, 
like  that  represented  by  the  beasts,  but 
a  kingdom  of  heaven,  ruled  over  by  one 
like  a  son  of  man,  human  in  form,  but 
representative  of  God  and  his  king¬ 
dom.  Who  can  doubt  that  this  is  that 
kingdom  for  which  we  are  taught  daily 
to  pray,  “Thy  kingdom  come;’’  of 
which  John,  jesus  and  the  Apostles 
preached,  saying,  “  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  at  hand  ?”  With  this  corres¬ 
ponds  Jesus’  entry  into  Jerusalem  on 
that  memorable  Palm  Sunday,  and  his 
testimony  before  Pilate,  “  Thou  sayest 
that  I  am  a  king  !”  At  the  same  time 
he  taught  that,  as  we  have  noticed 
above,  his  kingdom  was  “  not  of  this 
world.”  Be  sure  to  read  and  compare 
Matt.  xi.  27  ;  John  iii.  35  ;  Rom.  xiv. 
9;  Eph.  i.  20-22  ;  Phil.  ii.  9-10  ;  Heb. 
i.  3  ;  ii.  9  ;  xii.  2  ;  1  Cor.  xv.  24-28, 
Rev.  iii.  21  ;  xvii.  14.  These  illustrate 
the  kingdom  of  the  incarnate  Lord. 
That  all  people,  nations,  and  lan¬ 
guages,  shout. d  serve  him.  It  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  a  universal  empire. 
“Every  creature”  of  “all  nations” — 
is  the  sphere  of  it.  In  these  days  there 
is  scarcely  a  language  into  which  the 
great  divine  law  of  this  kingdom  has 
not  been  translated,  and  scarcely  a  peo¬ 
ple  or  nation  to  whom  it  has  not  been 
proclaimed.  The  kingdom  inaugu¬ 
rated  in  the  first  Christian  century  and 
so  widely  extended  then  has  indeed 
since  been  greatly  warred  against,  but 
this  nineteenth  century  has  been  most 
remarkable  in  the  extension  and  tri¬ 


umphs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  over 
men  and  nations.  His  dominion, 
though  assailed  by  powers  of  evil,  is  yet 
an  everlasting  one,  and  in  this  respect 
too,  different  from  all  other  kingdoms. 
This  shall  not  pass  away  by  age  or 
any  inherent  weakness,  nor  be  de¬ 
stroyed  by  any  hostile  influences.  So 
in  Nebuchadnezzar’s  dream,  the  stone 
cut  out  of  the  mountains  grew  until  it 
filled  the  earth.  So  the  leaven  of  the 
kingdom  penetrated  the  whole  lump, 
and  the  mustard  seed  grew  into  a  great 
tree. 

The  hymn  on  our  Lesson  Leaf  gives 
tuneful  expression  to  the  thoughts  in¬ 
spired  by  a  study  of  this  lesson  in  the 
light. of  our  times.  It  is  a  subject  full  of 
hope  and  joy  and  calculated  to  rouse  our 
earnest  enthusiasm.  Get  filled  with  it 
yourself,  and  impart  it  to  your  scholars, 
and  let  us  all  seek  more  and  more  to  be 
laborers  together  with  God  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  this  kingdom  of  “righteous¬ 
ness,  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.” 
Let  us  also  notice  that  we  live  in  “  the 
last  time,”  and  while  working  for 
the  kingdom  be  looking  for  the 
glory.  “  Lor  thine  is  the  kingdom 
and  the  power  and  the  glory,  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen  !” 

THE  DECREE  OF  CYRUS. 

June  23  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  22,  23. 

Blackboard  Exercise.— Draw  two  scrolls. 
Inscribe  Our  King’s  Proclamation  over  one, 
and  on  it,  Ho,  Every  one  that  thirsteth  ;  come 
ye  to  the  waters  !  Inscribe  Cyrus’  PROCLA¬ 
MATION  over  the  other,  and  on  it  the  words  of 
the  decree  as  given  in  verse  23. 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON, 

The  first  deportation  of  Jewish  cap¬ 
tives  to  Babylon  was  made  by  Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar,  B.  C.  606,  twenty  years 
before  the  deposition  of  Zedekiah  and 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  Daniel 
was  among  these.  Nine  years  after¬ 
wards,  in  the  reign  of  Jehoiachim,  there 
was  another  transmigration.  Ezekiel 
was  among  these.  Jeremiah  had  been 
a  prophet  to  his  people  forty  years  be¬ 
fore  Jerusalem  was  taken,  and  at  that 
time  being  allowed  his  choice  to  go  to 
Babylon  or  remain,  he  chose  to  remain 
in  Judea.  The  Bible  gives  us  very  little 
account  of  the  history  of  the  Jews  in 
captivity.  The  writings  of  the  prophets 
mentioned  above,  and  a  number  of  the 
Psalms  written  about  the  time  of  the 
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return  and  referring  to  the  past,  fur¬ 
nish  us  some  account  of  that  period 
in  Jewish  history.  Doubtless,  the  Jews, 
like  other  captives,  were  employed  by 
the  sovereigns  of  Babylon  in  making 
public  improvements,  strengthening 
and  beautifying  the  kingdom.  Jere¬ 
miah  (xxix.  5,  6,  7)  had  encouraged  his 
people  to  make  the  best  of  their  cap¬ 
tivity,  knowing  that  it  was  to  last  a 
considerable  time.  According  to  his 
advice,  it  is  likely  many  of  them  be¬ 
came  possessed  of  property,  and  felt 
quite  at  home  in  the  land  of  their  exile. 
We  have  seen  in  the  history  of  Daniel 
and  his  fellows  that  some  of  them  were 
put  in  positions  of  honor  and  respon¬ 
sibility  in  connection  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Babylon.  “Until  the  reign 
of  the  kingdom  of  Persia’’  (2  Chron. 
xxxvi.  20),  which  was  coincident  with 
the  fall  of  the  Babylonian  world-power, 
there  was  no  change  in  their  general 
condition  as  captives.  Now,  it  is  no¬ 
ticeable,  that  whilst  Babylon  was  poly¬ 
theistic  and  idolatrous,  the  Persians 
were  monotheistic,  and  abjured  idola¬ 
try.  There  was,  therefore,  more  re¬ 
ligious  affinity  between  the  Jews  and 
the  Persians  than  between  the  Persians 
and  the  Chaldeans,  or  between  the 
latter  and  the  Jews. 

Ytrse  22.  Now  there  came  about  a 
change.  The  Persian  reign  had  not 
long  been  established  in  Babylon  until 
the  decree  which  our  lesson  recites  was 
issued,  and  became  the  occasion  of  the 
Jews’  return.  In  the  first  year  of 
Cyrus.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
while  this  mighty  prince — the  estab- 
lisher  of  the  empire  of  the  Medes 
and  Persians — was  continuing  his  con¬ 
quests,  he  appointed  viceroys  over  con¬ 
quered  peoples,  and  Darius  the  Mede 
(supposed  by  some  to  have  been  Asty- 
ages,  his  grandfather,  and  by  others 
Cyaxares  II.,  his  uncle  and  father-in- 
law),  ruled  over  Babylon  two  years. 
Cyrus  assumed  the  throne  536  B.  C., 
and  this  date  makes  just  seventy  years 
from  the  first  deportation,  606.  King 
of  Persia.  Originally ;  afterwards 
emperor  of  the  second  world-power  ; 
just  as  William  was  and  is  King  of 
Prussia,  but  also  Emperor  of  Germany,  j 
That  the  Word  of  the  Lord  *  *  * 
might  be  accomplished.  “  The  Lord 
hath  set  his  throne  in  the  heavens,  and  | 


his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all.”  “  There 
is  no  power  but  of  God.”  He  is  the 
great  sovereign  of  all,  the  God  of  his¬ 
tory  and  Providence,  and  his  word 
must  stand;  it  “  abideth  forever.” 
Moreover,  to  accomplish  his  purposes 
and  fulfill  his  word  he  uses  instrument¬ 
alities  oft  unconscious  of  his  guiding 
hand.  His  word  now  to  be  fulfilled 
was  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah. 
In  the  fourth  year  of  Jehoiakim,  the 
first  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  606  B.  C.,  this 
prophet  reminded  the  Jews  that  for 
twenty-three  years  already  he  had 
warned  them,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
to  turn  from  their  evil  ways  and  idola¬ 
trous  customs  ;  and,  as  they  would  not 
hearken,  now  they  would  come  under 
Babylon’s  power  for  seventy  years  (Jer. 
xxv.  1-14),  after  which  time  Babylon’s 
judgment  should  come.  Afterwards, 
Jeremiah  (xxix.  1-14)  wrote  to  his  cap¬ 
tive  brethren  to  seek  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  land  to  which  they 
had  been  carried,  since  they  must  live 
there  till  the  seventy  years  were  expired. 
He  indicates,  too,  that  by  that  time 
their  chastisements  will  have  wrought 
in  them  a  moral  reform,  and  that 
turning  to  the  Lord,  he  will  also  turn 
to  them,  and  save  them.  Still  later,  in 
the  court  of  the  prison,  when  the  siege 
was  going  on  (xxxii.  36-44),  he  proph¬ 
esied  both  the  captivity  and  the  return  ; 
and  from  the  same  place  set  forth  a 
second  time  the  joy  of  the  prospective 
return  (xxxiii.  7-14).  The  predicted 
time  having  come,  the  Lord  stirred 
up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus  to  inaugurate 
measures  which  would  fulfill  his  word. 
It  is  likely  that  God  used  his  servant 
Daniel  to  influence  the  monarch.  We 
learn  from  Daniel  ix.  that  this  prophet 
had  been  studying  Jeremiah,  and  cal¬ 
culating  the  time  of  return,  and  earn¬ 
estly  pleading  for  God’s  forgiveness 
and  favor  towards  his  sinful  yet  chast¬ 
ened  people,  and  begging  him  to 
“shine  upon  thy  sanctuary  that  is  des¬ 
olate.”  Cyrus  is  represented  in  both 
Greek  and  Hebrew  literature  as  a  just 
and  gentle  prince,  free  from  much  of 
the  evil  character  we  generally  attri¬ 
bute  to  Oriental  despots.  He  was  the 
son  of  Cambyses  and  Mandane,  and 
belonged  to  a  people  whose  religion, 
as  we  have  seen,  was  in  harmony  with 
that  of  the  Jews,  so  far  as  believing 
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in  God  and  rejection  of  idols  was 
concerned.  We  can,  therefore,  the 
more  easily  conceive  that  he  would  be 
sympathetically  disposed  towards  the 
Jews.  He  made  a  proclamation.  By 
means  of  heralds.  That  he  issued  it 
also  in  writing  indicates  his  estimate 
of  its  importance.  Compare  Esther 
iii.  9,  12-15.  Throughout  all  his 
kingdom.  It  would  likely  then  reach 
all  Jews  and  Israelites. 

Verse  23.  All  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth  is  something  of  an  exaggeration, 
yet  also  somewhat  justified,  inasmuch 
as,  except  Egypt,  nearly  all  the  known 
countries  of  the  world  were  tributary 
to  Cyrus.  Hath  the  Lord  God  of 
heaven  given  me.  This  sounds  as 
though  the  king  was  a  believer  in  Je¬ 
hovah  ;  but  it  seems  not  unlikely  that 
he  regarded  the  one  only  and  supreme 
God  of  the  Hebrews  to  be  the  same  as 
the  Persian  god  Ormuzd,  whom  they 
regarded  as  “  the  creator  of  the  earth, 
the  heavens,  and  mankind,”  and  that 
in  writing  to  the  Hebrews  he  used  the 
name  of  Jehovah.  Rawlinson  says  : 
“  Two  things  are  specially  remarkable 
in  this  passage, — the  strongly  marked  re¬ 
ligious  character,  very  unusual  in  hea¬ 
then  documents,  and  the  distinctness 
with  which  it  asserts  the  unity  of  God 
and  thence  identifies  the  God  of  the 
Persians  with  the  God  of  the  Jews. 
Both  these  points  receive  abundant  il¬ 
lustration  from  the  Persian  cuneiform 
inscriptions,  in  which  the  recognition 
of  a  single  supreme  god — Ormuzd — 
and  the  clear  and  constant  ascription 
to  him  of  the  direction  of  all  mundane 
affairs,  are  leading  features.  In  all  the 
Persian  monuments  of  any  length  the 
monarch  makes  the  acknowledgment 
that  ‘  Ormuzd  has  bestowed  on  him  his 
empire.’  Every  success  that  is  gained 
is  by  the  grace  of  Ormuzd  !  The  name 
Ormuzd  occurs  in  almost  every  other 
paragraph  of  the  Behistun  inscription. 
No  public  monuments  with  such  a  per¬ 
vading  religious  spirit  have  ever  been 
discovered  among  the  records  of  any 
heathen  nation  as  those  of  the  Persian 
kings ;  and  through  all  of  them,  down 
to  the  time  of  Artaxerxes  Ochus,  the 
name  of  Ormuzd  stands  alone  and  un¬ 
approachable  as  that  of  the  supreme 
lord  of  earth  and  heaven.”  Perhaps 
the  king  allowed  Daniel  to  use  the  name 


Jehovah  instead  of  Ormuzd  in  issuing 
the  proclamation.  He  hath  charged 
ME  TO  BUILD  HIM  AN  HOUSE  IN  JERUSA¬ 
LEM.  Isaiah,  prophesying  712  B.  C., 
176  years  before  this  proclamation, 
and,  of  course,  long  before  Cyrus 
was  born,  uses  such  language  as  we 
find  in  Isaiah  xliv.  28,  and  xlv.  1-7, 
naming  this  king,  and  speaking  of 
his  dominion,  and  declaring  to  him 
God’s  character  and  attributes.  His 
attention  seems  to  have  been  called 
to  this,  probably  by  Daniel,  and  it 
seems  deeply  to  have  impressed  his 
mind.  Such  a  prediction,  with  mi 
nute  statements  and  the  recital  of  his 
name  so  long  before  his  birth,  was 
enough  to  affect  so  considerate  a  prince, 
and  he  may  have  thought  that  Ormuzd 
and  Jehovah  were  the  same,  and  so  used 
the  latter  name  in  his  proclamation. 
Of  all  his  people.  This  embraces  Is¬ 
raelites  as  well  as  Judahites.  The 
Lord  his  God  be  with  him.  The  same 
religious  feeling  instanced  before ;  a 
commendation  to  this  great  God,  who 
must  be  the  only  God.  Let  him  go 
up.  Full  permission.  The  following 
book  of  Ezra,  the  first  two  verses  of 
which  are  the  same  as  those  closing 
Chronicles  and  forming  our  lesson, 
tells  how  Cyrus’s  proclamation  was  re¬ 
sponded  to.  For  the  fulfillment  of  the 
prophecies  concerning  Jerusalem  and 
the  temple,  we  will  wait  for  the  lessons 
for  next  year,  selected  from  Ezra  and 
Nehemiah. 

- m  1  ■  1  m - 

June  30.  REVIEW  EXERCISE. 

T  he  Piety  of  Josiah.  E  : 

H  idden  Book  Found.  II.  ; 

E  xperience  of  Jeremiah.  III. 

> 

J  eremiah  and  the  Rechabites,  IV.  j 
E  nslavement  of  Judah.  V.  J 

Wine  Refused.  VI. 

S  ecrets  Revealed.  •  VII.  1 

E  xtraordinary  Deliverance.  VIII.  J 
X’s  (Christ’s)  Divine  Sentence. IX.  j 
I  n  the  Lions’  Den.  X.  j 

L  esson  of  Messiah’s  Kingdom.  XI.  j 
E  diet  of  Cyrus.  XII. 

E  octrines  of  the  Quarter.  XIII.  j 
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INFANT  SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
SINGING. 


BY  REV.  CHARLES  WEST  THOMPSON. 


In  a  recently-issued  pamphlet,  con¬ 
taining  an  account  of  the  50th  anni¬ 
versary  exercises  of  the  Sabbath-school 
of  Christ’s  (College)  Church,  Gettys¬ 
burg,  with  a  history  of  the  school,  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Superintendent,  D.  A. 
Buehler,  Esq.,  occur  many  interesting 
statements.  We  present,  from  an  ad¬ 
vance  sheet,  the  following  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Infant  Departments.  The 
author  of  these  stanzas  had  been  for 
many  years  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
church  at  York,  Pa.,  where  he  now  re¬ 
sides. 

Many  readers  of  the  Teacher,  hav¬ 
ing  been  connected  with  the  school, 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that  copies  of  the 
pamphlet  can  be  had  for  20  cents  per  | 
copy,  on  application  to  Guyon  Buehler, 
Gettysburg.  E.  S.  B. 

Rev.  Charles  West  Thompson,  then  ; 
of  Philadelphia,  visited  the  Infant  i 
school  February  16,  1840,  and  on  his 
return  home  wrote  the  following  verses, 
which  he  sent  to  the  Superintendent* 
bearing  the  title  :  “Stanzas,  on  hearing 
the  children  sing  in  the  Infant  Sabbath- 
school,  Gettysburg,  Sunday,  Feb.  iC, 
1840 — by  C.  W.  Thompson.’’ 

Those  silver  voices — still  they  ring 
Like  heavenly  music  in  mine  ears ; 

Sing  on,  ye  gentle  spirits,  sing — 

Until  you  melt  my  soul  to  tears. 

Your  plaintive  notes  of  ’parted  days 
Around  me  bring  a  gathering  throng, 

And  from  my  heart’s  recesses  plays 
The  fount  of  memory  swift  and  strong. 

I  see  again  those  school-boy  hours, 

When  cares  were  light  and  sorrows  few — 
When  time  flung  ’round  his  wreaths  of  flowers, 
All  fresh  with  morning’s  purest  dew. 

I  see  those  buoyant  spirits  nigh, 

Those  gay  companions  sporting  ’round, 


Unstained  by  sin’s  corrupting  dye, 

Unharmed  by  sorrow’s  rankling  wound. 

I  see — oh  !  sight  too  fond— too  dear — 

Still  strong  my  sympathies  to  move — 

I  see  in  all  her  smiles  appear 

The  mother  of  my  boyhood’s  love. 

Yes  !  sing — and  let  my  tears  o’erflow, 

Ye  infant  voices  sweet  and  mild  ; 

No  other  love  can  earth  bestow 
Like  that  a  mother  gives  her  child. 

Your  tones  fall  ’round  me.  as  on  flowers 
Descend  the  drops  of  heaven’s  own  dew — 

And  doubting  all  my  manhood’s  powers, 

I  wish  I  could  my  life  renew. 

O  Thou  !  by  whom  our  thoughts  are  heard, 
Who  canst  our  inmost  feelings  read, 

When  Thou  would’st  teach  me  by  Thy  word, 
Then  may  I  be  a  child  indeed. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  21st,  1840. 


SUGGESTION  FOR  TEACHERS. 


BY  PROF.  E.  S.  BREIDENBAUGH,  M.  A. 

Dear  Teachers  :  For  the  third  and 
last  Sabbath  of  the  month  I  have  intro¬ 
duced  respectively  a  lesson  on  fighting 
and  temperance — while  that  for  June  23 
is  made  to  teach  the  true  value  of  home. 

Be  very  careful  in  teaching  these,  as 
all  other  lessons,  not  to  lose  sight  of  the 
great  object.  Leading  the  children  in 
the  way  Jesus,  and  helping  them  to 
keep  therein,  Sincerely  yours, 

B. 


The  Handwriting  on  the  Wall. 

June  2,  1878.  Daniel  v. 

In  this  lesson  the  graphic  language  of 
the  Scriptures  can  be  related  very  effect¬ 
ively  and  appreciatively  to  the  chil¬ 
dren. 

A  few  points  require  explanation ; 
several  interesting  truths  can  be  taught 
in  this  lesson. 

V.  1.  Belshazzar’s  father  is  supposed 
to  have  been  the  real  king.  This  young 
man  was  helping  to  rule  and  seems  to 
have  had  control  in  Babylon  at  this 
time,  when  the  army  of  Darius  and 
Cyrus  were  outside  of  the  gates  and 
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had  been  attempting  to  force  their  way 
into  the  city. 

Belshazzar  was  reclining  at  a  table, 
on  a  platform  elevated  above  the  rest 
so  that  he  was  seen  by  all  his  guests. 

V.  2.  This  feast  was  in  honor  of  the 
gods  of  gold  and  silver,  etc.,  hence  the 
vessels  taken  from  Jerusalem,  which 
had  been  preserved  as  trophies — relics 
of  the  victory — were  brought  out.  See, 
the  crowd  say,  our  god  has  been  greater 
than  their  God  whom  they  say  is  so 
great ;  he  cannot  be  seen  as  can  our 
gods  of  gold  and  silver,  etc.  ;  our  gods 
conquered. 

Nebuchadnezzar  had  taken  these  ves¬ 
sels,  but  was  not  the  father  of  Belshaz¬ 
zar  ;  may  have  been  his  grandfather  on 
his  mother’s  side. 

Describe  the  wonderful  scene,  the 
number  of  persons,  the  large  room,  the 
rich  apparel,  the  gold  and  silver 
and  jewels,  the  flashing  light. 

V.  5.  The  candlestick  is  supposed  to 
be  the  one  taken  from  the  temple  in 
Jerusalem — which  was  now  standing  on  ) 
the  king’s  table,  and  lighted  the  writ-  j 
ing  on  the  wall. 

V.  6.  Unless  he  had  done  wrong  j 
there  was  no  occasion  for  fear. 

V.  7.  Belshazzar  himself  was  second. 

'  _  | 

V.  9.  What  god  can  this  be  whom 

my  wise  men  do  not  understand. 

V.  11.  Daniel  seems  to  have  been  for¬ 
gotten  in  the  changes  that  had  been  | 
undergone. 

V.  22.  Called  son  because  of  his  posi¬ 
tion  and  belonging  to  the  same  family. 

V.  27.  Illustrate  by  short  measure 
or  weight. 

So  Belshazzar  had  not  come  up  to 
his  duty,  had  neglected  his  God,  had 
done  wrong,  much  was  wanting.  Thus 
with  us,  we  have  our  work  to  do — are 
we  doing  it  ?  Obedience  to  parents  ; 
kindness  to  brothers  and  sisters  and 
playmates;  keeping  from  swearing, 
stealing,  thinking  wrong;  above  all  love 
to  God,  are  among  our  duties.  If  we 
are  idle,  do  our  work  poorly,  hastily  or 
neglect  it,  or  are  ungrateful  to,  or  for¬ 
getful  of  God,  we  do  not  come  up  to 
what  God  expects,  hence  we  will  also 
be  found  wanting  when  God  tries  us.  I 
God  knows  everything. 

V.  28.  Time  of  reckoning  is  near  at 
hand. 


Ars.  30,  31.  The  army  without  had 
turned  the  great  river  Euphrates  so  that 
it  would  not  flow  into  the  city,  and 
then,  while  the  whole  city  was  drunk, 
the  army  marched  in  on  the  dry  bed 
of  the  river. 

We  may  not  have  our  punishment 
come  so  quickly,  but  it  will  surely 
come  upon  all  who  disobey. 

Repeat  Golden  Text.  V.  27. 

Daniel  in  the  Lions’  Den. 

June  9.  Daniel  vi.  1-28. 

Review  by  recounting  the  incidents 
and  also  calling  special  attention  to  the 
trial  God  is  making  of  each  one.  We 
must  ask  Jesus  to  'so  help  us  that  we 
shall  not  be  found  wanting.  To-day 
we  find  Daniel  tried,  and  will  see  if  he 
be  found  wanting.  The  incidents  re¬ 
corded  in  this  chapter  are  specially  cap¬ 
tivating  to  the  children.  You  may 
start  by  calling  attention  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Daniel  (vs.  1,  2),  and  the  reason 
why  Daniel  was  chosen  (v.  3"),  then  by 
questions  draw  out  the  facts,  from  the 
memory  of  the  children,  first  telling 
them  what  you  intend  doing,  stopping 
to  explain  any  difficult  point.  It  is 
difficult  to  indicate  the  questions  as 
each  teacher  must  be  led  by  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  pupils  and  their  answers. 

A  few  questions  are  given  as  suggest¬ 
ive. 

Who  was  Daniel?  When  did  he 
live?  What  was  his  position?  What 
his  duty  ?  Was  he  liked  by  those  who 
were  under  him  ?  Why  not?  Would 
the  King  Darius  have  listened  if  the 
enemies  of  Daniel  had  asked  his  re¬ 
moval?  Why  not?  What  did  his 
enemies  try  to  do  ?  (V.  4.)  Did  they 
find  any  fault? 

Thus  throughout  the  passage  you  can 
ask  questions  and  have  the  children 
give  you  the  whole  lesson. 

In  teaching,  note  : 

1.  God  cared  for  Daniel,  for  he 
served  him. 

2.  God  will  care  for  us  if  we  serve 
him. 

3.  Real  lions  are  not  in  our  path, 
but  Satan  goeth  about  as  a  roar¬ 
ing  lion.  Sin  and  evil  are  about  us. 

4.  Our  worst  enemies  who  would 
lead  us  away  from  serving  God,  are  in 
our  own  hearts. 
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5.  Frequent  prayer  is  an  important  i 
means  of  strengthening  our  hearts. 

Golden  Text.  Dan.  vi :  22. 

11  My  God  hath  sent  his  angel  and  hath  ' 
shut  the  lions'  mouths  that  they  have  not  \ 
hurt  me. ' ' 


Fighting. 

June  16. 

In  Review,  refer  specially  to  the  j 
application  to  ourselves. 

We  have  had  a  great  many  lessons 
about  wars  and  fighting,  men  being 
killed  and  wounded  and  taken  prison¬ 
ers.  We  must  not  go  into  the  street  and 
begin  a  fist  fight  with  the  first  boy  or  girl 
whom  we  do  not  agree  with.  AVe  ought 
not  to  use  our  fists,  and  yet  we  ought  to 
fight.  AVe  will  see  what  is  meant  when 
Paul  says  to  Timothy,  that  young  | 
Bible  reader,  of  whom  we  had  a  lesson,  I 
FIGHT  THE  GOOD  FIGHT  OF  FAITH.  I 

Tim.  vi :  12.  AVe  will  use  this  as  our 
Golden  Text.  A  man  cannot  fight  un-  j 
less  he  has  an  enemy;  he  will,  or  ought  J 
not,  unless  he  is  very  crazy,  fight  his  j 
friends,  then  whom  shall  we  fight  ? 

The  teacher  can  show  how  the  ene¬ 
mies  are  Satan,  the  evils  of  the  world, 
bad  companions,  and  our  own  wicked 
hearts.  Show  that  the  last  is  the  worst 
and  hardest  to  get  rid  of.  Always 
present  and  persistently  urging  us  to  do  | 
wrong. 

Some  men  will  fight  friends.  AVe  j 
just  called  such  crazy.  Some  men  will  \ 
fight  against  God,  against  good 
thoughts,  try  to  keep  them  away.  How  ; 
much  worse  this  is  ;  such  men  are  very 
sinful. 

When  must  we  fight  these  enemies? 

A  soldier  must  always  be  ready, 
watchful,  dare  not  sleep  on  guard,  nor 
turn  nor  run  when  the  enemy  is  near,  i 
So  we  must  always  be  ready  for  our 
enemy. 

How  shall  we  fight? 

Not  with  fists,  but  with  our  hearts,  j 
as  Jesus  did  when  Satan  tempted  (at¬ 
tacked)  him — with  the  Bible. 

AVith  our  whole  heart.  Earnestly 
and  best  of  all  by  prayer  as  Daniel  did, 
then  we  will  have  God  to  help  us,  and 
we  need  have  no  fear. 

Why  shall  we  fight  ? 

That  triumphing  over  our  enemies 
we  may  see  God,  may  enjoy  his  love 
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and  blessing.  God  will  give  a  crown 
of  life  to  each  one  who  fights  the  good 
fight  of  faith. 

Illustrate  by  Neh.,  chap.  iv. 

Let  us  each  be  a  soldier  for  Jesus. 

* 

Home. 

June  23.  2  Chron,  xxxvi.  22-23 

Review  by  asking  whom,  when,  how, 
why  shall  we  fight.  Repeat  the  Golden 
Text. 

Recall  the  circumstances  which  led 
to  the  captivity  of  the  Jews;  their 
lamentation.  Speak  of  the  respect 
awakened  in  Cyrus,  by  Daniel,  for 
God.  Cyrus  was  led  to  think  of  him 
as  great  and  worthy  of  praise.  This 
led  Cyrus  to  wish  to  favor  the  people 
who  worshiped  God.  They  were 
anxious  to  return  to  their  old  homes. 
So  Cyrus  said  they  should  go,  if  they 
wished.  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  22-23.  This 
news  must  have  made  them  glad. 

Let  the  teacher  describe  the  joy  of 
returning  home,  particularly  after  a 
forced  absence.  The  starting ;  the 
only  half  seeing  of  new  and  interesting 
objects  on  the  way ;  the  looking  for 
familiar  objects;  their  identification; 
the  coming  to  the  house;  the  meeting 
of  friends ;  seeing  those  persons  and 
things  we  love. 

Sing  a  verse  of  “  Home,  Sweet 
Home.” 

AVe  should  love  our  homes,  and  try 
to  make  them  happy.  Point  out  the 
great  pleasures  of  home ;  the  presence 
of  parents,  brothers,  sisters,  those  we 
love.  Happiness  at  home  does  not 
come  to  those  who  do  not  love  it — those 
who  drink;  who  scold  ;  who  complain  ; 
who  don’t  care  ;  who  are  unkind;  who 
are  selfish;  who  will  not  help  others — 
do  not  make  home  happy.  Do  not  be 
among  these. 

Show  how  the  reverse  makes  home 
happy.  Show  that  home  is  a  better 
place  than  the  grog-shop,  the  lounging- 
place,  the  corners,  the  streets— at 
which  places  we  are  apt  to  meet 
those  enemies — idleness,  intemperance, 
swearing  companions,  and  many  others. 

Few  boys  and  girls  who  love  their 
homes  become  wicked.  Thieves,  drunk¬ 
ards,  murderers  come  from  those  boys 
and  girls  who  do  not  love  their  homes. 

It  is  not  money  nor  fine  houses  that 
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make  HOME ;  it  is  love ,  love  for  one  an¬ 
other — love  for  God.  For  truly  happy 
homes  must  have  Jesus  always  present, 
just  as  Jerusalem  had  its  preciousness  to 
the  Jews,  because  of  the  Temple  and 
God’s  special  presenoe  there. 

Repeat,  as  Golden  Text,  Ps.  cxxxiii.  1 


Bauds  Off. 

June  30. 

For  to-day  have  one  of  those  large 
cards  used  at  fairs,  etc.,  for  the  warning 
of  those  present,  with  the  motto, 
‘  ‘  Hands  off. ’  ’ 

Describe  what  it  means;  the  neces¬ 
sity. 

In  some  gardens  there  are  thorny 
or  prickly  trees  and  shrubs  which  have 
a  card — “Hands  off’’ — to  protect  the 


visitors.  There  are  many  injurious 
things  from  which  boys  and  girls,  as 
well  as  men,  must  keep  hands  off.  Il¬ 
lustrate  by  bad  books,  liquor,  apples, 
etc.,  that  do  not  belong  to  us. 

Dwell  specially  on  liquor.  Show 
what  it  is ;  from  what  made. 

Speak  of  its  effects  when  much  is 
taken — the  ruin  of  the  person,  his 
property,  his  family,  his  home,  his  soul. 

Show  that  those  who  drink  only 
moderately,  as  they  call  it,  are  injured. 

One  glass  will  lead  to  another  and 
another,  and  thus  till  the  desire  becomes 
a  tyrant,  and  the  drinker  a  slave.  Best 
to  keep  away  altogether ;  hands  off, 
now  and  forever. 

Repeat  and  explain  Golden  Text 
Prov.  xx.  1. 


©leanings  from  ti)e  ©reat  jptelti. 


NEWS  AND  NOTES. 


BY  REV.  S.  B.  BARNITZ. 


“  He  Rests  from  His  Labors  and  His 
Works  do  Follow  Him.” — James  W.  Weir, 
for  forty-four  years  Supt.  of  the  Market  Square 
Presbyterian  Sunday-school,  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
has  gone  from  his  work  on  earth  to  his  reward 
in  heaven.  His  was  a  noble  life,  filled  with 
benevolent  deeds.  His  work  was  for  Christ 
and  His  suffering  children,  and  was  in  no  way 
circumscribed,  except  in  its  own  inability  to 
proceed  further.  Though  a  Presbyterian  and 
loving  his  own  church,  he  loved  his  Master’s 
work  wherever  faithfully  carried  on,  and  had 
a  kind  word  and  liberal  gift  for  every  worthy 
object  which  bore  the  imprint  of  his  Master. 
His  funeral  took  place  Monday  morning,  March 
1  Sth.  The  Harrisburg  Telegraph  contains  no- 
tices’of  the  event  to  the  extent  of  four  or  five  col¬ 
umns,  from  which  we  take  the  following  touch¬ 
ing  and  truthful  tribute.  Behold  what  “  honor 
have  all  the  saints  /” 

“  The  last  honors  were  paid  to  the  remains 
of  James  W.  Weir  this  morning,  the  last  word 
has  been  spoken  in  ceremony  over  his  remains,  j 
the  last  sweet  anthem  sung  and  fervent  prayer 
repeated.  The  day  will  long  be  remembered  - 
as  one  of  general  sadness.  Never  did  we  wit-  [ 
ness  a  similar  ovation  to  any  man’s  remains.  | 
The  public  heart  seemed  to  overflow ;  the  [ 
whole  community  came  together  to  pay  the  | 
tribute  which  their  grief  demanded,  and  there 
were  periods  when  it  seemed  to  the  spectator 
as  if  every  man,  woman  and  child  of  the  city 
had  crowded  into  Market  square  and  Market 
street,  filling  every  available  space  with  a  sad  1 


face  and  a  wet  eye.  It  was  the  hour  for  gen¬ 
eral  confession  of  benefaction.  Every  one 
seemed  to  have  an  acknowledgment  to  make  of 
some  good  deed  done  by  James  W.  Weir  in 
their  behalf.  His  out-stretched  hand  seemed 
to  have  reached  all  who  ever  asked  his  aid. 
These  expressions  were  beautiful,  because  they 
were  the  tributes  of  hearts  touched  by  sorrow. 
And  as  the  shadows  of  to-night  draw  around 
the  city,  there  will  be  a  voice  of  mourning  in 
Harrisburg,  in  every  household  where  Christ¬ 
ian  purity  is  cherished  and  beloved,  or  gener¬ 
ous  charity  needed  and  received.” 

The  Old  Chairman  of  Exf.cutive  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the.  New. — We  were  about  to 
write  something  on  the  above  topic  when  the 
carrier  brought  the  ever  welcome  Sunday-school 
Times ,  in  which  it  is  so  much  better  done  than 
we  could  do  it  that  we  simply  copy  Mr.  Trum¬ 
bull’s  article,  adding  to  it  our  hearty  endorse¬ 
ment.  Bro.  Jno.  L.  Searles  endeared  himself 
to  every  member  of  his  committee  as  a  Christ¬ 
ian  man  of  rare  excellencies  and  endowments 
both  of  head  and  heart.  From  all  we  know  of 
Bro.  Frank  Allen,  he  will  be  a  worthy  succes¬ 
sor  to  the  retired  chairman  : 

Only  those  who  have  had  a  share  in  similar 
service  can  know  how  arduous  and  delicate  are 
the  duties  of  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  International  Sunday-school  Con¬ 
vention.  It  requires  a  great  deal  of  time,  and 
it  calls  for  energy,  wisdom  and  tact  to  make 
judicious  preparation  for  one  of  these  great 
gatherings.  Mr.  John  E.  Searles,  Jr.,  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  was  admirably  fitted  for  this  work, 
and  a  large  share  of  the  success  of  the  Atlanta 
Convention  is  attributable  to  his  activity  and 
faithfulness.  His  successor  in  office,  Mr. 
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Franklin  Allen,  of  New  York,  is  also  in  every 
respect  qualified  for  this  important  position. 
As  Secretary  of  the  American  Silk  Association, 
Mr.  Allen  is  known  as  a  business  man  of  expe¬ 
rience  and  executive  ability.  In  Sunday-school 
circles  he  is  known  for  his  connection  with 
Olivet  Chapel  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
has  done  much  to  give  the  Sunday-school  a 
foremost  place  among  schools  of  its  character. 
His  delightful  Christian  spirit  commends  him 
to  all  who  know  him,  and  there  is  cause  for 
congratulation  that  he  has  accepted  the  chair¬ 
manship  of  the  International  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  entered  upon  its  duties.  His  ad¬ 
dress  is  93  Duane  St.,  New  York  City. 

Lawrence,  Kansas. —  English  Lutheran 
Sunday-school  Anniversary.  The  programme 
consisted  of  two  parts.  First,  the  Lord’s  Prayer, 
beautifully  arranged  in  questions  and  answers, 
which  was  assigned  to  three  of  the  youngest 
classes,  including  the  infant  class.  After  this 
the  Lord’s  Prayer,  arranged  in  suitable  metre, 
was  sung  to  the  music  of  “  Home,  Sweet 
Plome.” 

Part  second  of  the  programme  consisted  of 
forty-one  questions  with  Scriptural  answers, 
bringing  out  the  idea  of  “  The  Believer’s  Life 
in  All  Things.”  Each  of  these  Scriptural  pas¬ 
sages  contained  the  phrase  “  All  things.”  The 
scholars  promptly  gave  the  answers  as  their 
numbers  were  called.  These  exercises  were 
interspersed  by  appropriate  music  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mrs.  Fry,  who  is  an  excellent  organ¬ 
ist,  and  has  succeeded  admirably  in  training 
the  school  and  choir  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Some  of  the  pieces  of  music  were  partic¬ 
ularly  impressive,  among  them  ‘‘  O,  to  be 
Nothing,”  sung  as  a  quartette.  In  this  Miss 
Tappe  rendered  her  part  very  sweetly,  ana 
with  clear,  distinct  enunciation.  “  Rock  of 
Ages”  was  sung  as  a  solo  and  chorus.  Miss 
Ella  Fricker  taking  the  solo,  and  in  a  fine  man¬ 
ner  for  one  who  has  had  so  little  experience  in 
singing  in  public. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  Lutheran 
church  under  the  last  pastorship  of  Rev.  A. 
A.  Tremper,  has  received  quite  an  accession  of 
membership.  A  very  commendable  zeal  is  also 
shown  in  furnishing  means  for  current  ex¬ 
penses. — Lawrence  Evening  Standard. 

Ohio  Sabsath-school  Union. — The  19th 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Ohio  Sabbath-school 
Union,  will  be  held  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  the  beautiful  city  of  Norwalk,  Ohio,  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  June 
4th,  5th,  and  6th,  1878. 

Arrangements  are  now  being  perfected  for 
making  the  Convention  a  grand  success  in 
every  particular. 

Free  entertainment  will  be  provided  all 
Delegates  at  the  homes  of  our  Norwalk  friends. 
To  facilitate  this,  let  the  names  of  all  Delegates 
be  sent  to  C.  E.  Newman,  Norwalk,  Ohio,  not 
later  than  May  25th.  » 

Reduced  rates  of  fare  will  be  secured  on  all 
railroad  lines  in  the  State  that  will  grant  the 
favor. 

Every  county,  every  town,  every  city,  every  ; 


j  village,  and  every  Sabbath -school  in  Ohio, 
should  be  represented.  Let  us  have  a  general 
I  “coming  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord”  at  this 
J  time.  Will  you  come? 

Please  furnish  me  without  delay,  the  names, 
|  post-office  address,  and  denomination  of  every 
!  Sunday-school  officer  or  worker  you  know,  and 
announce  the  time  and  place  of  the  State  Con¬ 
vention  in  your  Church  and  Sabbath-school, 
and  spread  the  news  wherever,  whenever,  and 
!  how  so  ever  you  can.  This  is  meant  for  every  - 
j  body  who  is  desirous  of  seeing  the  Sabbath- 
school  work  go  forward.  Will  you  act  upon  it  ? 
If  you  will,  write  to  me,  right  away  ! 

I  want  the  names  of  the  officers  of  every 
County  organization,  and  of  every  Superin¬ 
tendent,  as  soon  as  possible.  All  communica¬ 
tions  promptly  answered. 

F.  R.  LOOMIS,  Cor.  Sec'y, 
Medina ,  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania  State  Sabbath-school  As¬ 
sociation. — All  our  readers  in  Pennsylvania 
will  please  note  the  following  circular  from  the 
Secretary : 

Pennsylvania  State  S.  S.  Association, 

Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  May  10,  1878. 
Dear  Brother  : 

Williamsport  has  been  selected  as  the  place, 
and  June  11,  12,  13  prox.,  fixed  as  the  time  of 
the  Fourteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Sabbath-school  Association.  The 
condition  of  our  work  demands  that  this  Con¬ 
vention  be  thoroughly  practical,  and  that  every 
part  of  our  State  be  fully  represented  by  active 
and  zealous  workers.  To  this  end,  we  ask  you, 
as  your  “  reasonable  service,”  to  furnish  us 
without  delay  the  names  and  post-office  address 
of  the  officers  of  your  county  and  district  Sab¬ 
bath-school  Association.  If  you  are  without 
this  information,  inquire  for  it  from  every  avail¬ 
able  source  until  you  get  it.  Announce  the 
time  and  place  of  the  Convention  to  your 
Church  and  Sabbath-school,  and  spread  the 
news  wherever  and  whenever  you  can,  not  for¬ 
getting  that  your  local  papers  are  perhaps  the 
best  mediums  through  which  to  start  the  flame 
that  at  Williamsport  will  illuminate  the  whole 
State  with  renewed  zeal  in  this  glorious  work 
of  the  Good  Master.  Yours  in  the  work, 

Ed.  S.  Wagoner,  State  Secretary. 

P.  S. — When  and  where  will  your  next 
County  Convention  be  held? 

York,  Pa. — The  original  Sunday-school  of 
this  ancient  borough  was  held  in  what  was 
known  as  the  Lancaster  school-house,  then  on 
Philadelphia  street.  This  school  was  com¬ 
posed  of  members  of  the  various  congrega¬ 
tions.  It  opened  August  7th,  1819,  with 
twenty-five  scholars. 

The  second  school  opened  1817,  in  Freys- 
town,  under  the  control  of  the  Lutheran 
church. 

The  union  Sunday-  school  of  York  continued 
until,  one  by  one,  the  various  congregations 
left  and  organized  independent  of  it.  The  first 
to  leave  was  the  Methodist  congregation,  who 
organized  their  own  Sunday-school  in  1824: 
the  Episcopalian  congregation  organized  in 
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1826;  the  German  Reformed  in  1828;  the  Lu¬ 
theran  in  lS29;.the  Moravian  in  1836;  the 
Presbyterian  in  1838;  the  Evangelical  in 
1842;  the  United  Brethren  in  1843.  "The 
Zion  Lutheran  church  was  organized  in  1848, 
as  the  English  branch  of  Christ’s  Lutheran 
church.  Iheir  Sunday-school  continued  in 
Zion’s  Lutheran  church  as  a  union  Sunday- 
school ;  in  1869  Christ’s  Lutheran  church  with- 
diew  and  organized  a  separate  Sunday-school. 
—From  an  Address  by  Rev.  A.  IV.  Lilly. 

Richland  Co.,  Ohio. — The  13th  annual 
meeting  of  the  Sunday-school  Union  of  this 
county  was  held  May  23d  and  24th,  at  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Ohio.  The  meetings  of  this  county  asso¬ 
ciation  are  always  full  of  interest  and  spirit. 
It  s  seldom  anything  drags,  and  if  anything 
does  seem  ^to  drag,  our  good  friend  Emminger 
gives  the  subject  such  a  “stirring  up”  by  op¬ 
posing  it,  that  it  comes  right  out  of  the  drag 
into  lively  discussion.  The  following  list  of 
topics  was  submitted  for  discussion,  and  our 
leaders  may  know  from  it  that  the  audiences 
at  that  convention  did  not  sleep  during  services. 

“  The  teacher  in  school.” 

“  Sunday-school  entertainments.” 

“  What  is  comprehended  in  Sunday-school 
teaching  ?” 

“  What  is  the  best  method  of  electing  Sun¬ 
day-school  officers  ?” 

“  Old  Testament  study  in  the  Sunday-school.” 

“  Matt.  ix.  37,  38.” 

“  Bible  reading.”  “  Service  of  Song.” 

The  opening  address  on  each  topic  was  lim¬ 
ited  to  ten  minutes;  all  succeeding  speakers  to 
five  minutes. 

Each  session  of  the  “Union”  was  preceded 
by  devotional  exercises,  30  minutes. 

The  lesson  for  May  26,  Dan.  iii.  21-27,  was 
considered  on  Thursday  afternoon. 

Threescore  Years  a  Teacher. — It  was 
indeed  a  pleasant  hour  recently  spent  in  the 
company  of  Mrs.  Matthew  Newkirk,  Sr.,  of 
Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Newkirk  has  been  a  Sun¬ 
day-school  teacher  for  sixty  years,  and  in  all  that 
time  has  never  missed  being  with  her  scholars, 
unless  providentially  prevented.  She  has  pre¬ 
served  written  notes  on  every  lesson,  or  nearly 
every  lesson,  ever  studied,  and  has  never  gone 
before  her  class  without  careful  preparation  and 
special  prayer.  The  fruits  of  her  labors,  which 
she  herself  has  been  permitted  to  see,  are  very 
great ;  and  the  seed  sown,  the  results  of  which 
will  only  be  known  in  the  great  harvest,  where 
the  reapers  will  be  the  angels,  will  rise  up  to 
call  her  blessed.  Her  home  is  one  of  genial 
Christian  hospitality,  where  the  Master’s  labor¬ 
ers  from  the  foreign  or  home  field  ever  find  a 
cordial  welcome  and  word  of  cheer. 

“  The  Most  Important.” — When  Daniel 
Webster  was  once  asked,  “  What  is  the  most 
important  thought  that  ever  entered  your 
mind  ?”  after  a  moment’s  reflection  he  se¬ 
riously  replied,  ‘‘  The  most  important  thought 
I  ever  had  was  that  of  my  personal  responsi¬ 
bility  to  God."  And  to  every  one  it  is  equally 
important  in  its  bearings  on  character  and  con¬ 
duct  here,  and  destiny  hereafter. 


Sunday-school  Improvements. — The  In¬ 
fant  school-room  of  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church, 
Allentown,  Pa.,  Rev.  C.  E.  Hay,  pastor,  has 
recently  undergone  extensive  improvements. 

The  floor  has  been  tastefully  carpeted,  the  walls 
planed,  and  the  classes  furnished  with  neat 
and  comfortable  oak-grained  semi-circular  seats 
and  chairs.  It  is  now  a  conveniently  arranged 
and  beautiful  room,  and  will  accommodate 
more  than  a  hundred  infants.  At  full  estimates 
the  expense  incurred  would  have  been  upwards 
of  $200. 

Lutherans  at  Atlanta. — The  following 
Lutherans  reported  to  me  at  Atlanta  Conven¬ 
tion  :  From  Ohio,  Rev.  C.  S.  Sprecher,  Rev. 
J.  W.  Kimmel,  Rev.  T.  C.  Zimmerman,  Rev.  J. 
H.  Culler,  Mrs.  Lucy  Y.  Culler,  and  Miss 
Emma  L.  Parry ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Ed.  S. 
Wagoner,  State  Secretary,  Mrs.  Ed.  S.  Wag¬ 
oner,  Miss  Puella  Dornblazer,  J.  B.  Baughman, 
Esq.,  Rev.  P.  Anstadt,  Rev.  G.  R.  F  leck,  Rev. 
M.  Ort,  Mrs.  M.  Ort ;  from  Georgia,  Rev.  G. 
Schraum;  from  Nebraska,  Rev.  F.  W.  C.  Pes- 
chau. 

Indeed  It  Is  ! — “  Having  in  my  youth  se¬ 
vere  notions  of  piety,”  says  a  Persian  writer, 
“  I  used  to  arise  in  the  night  watches  to  medi¬ 
tate,  pray,  and  read  the  Koran.  One  night, 
fully  occupied  with  these  practices,  my  father, 
a  man  of  practical  piety',  awoke.  ‘  Behold,’ 
said  I,  1  thy  other  children  are  lost  in  irrelig¬ 
ious  slumber,  while  I  alone  awake  to  praise 
God.’  ‘  Son  of  my  soul,’  answered  he,  ‘  it  is 
better  to  sleep,  than  wake  to  remark  the  faults 
of  thy  brethren!’” 

More  Truth  than  Poetry. — “  You  have 
often,”  said  the  clergyman,  “  heard  the  brethren 
say  ‘Amen  1  amen  !’  while  some  one  was  pray¬ 
ing.  What  do  they  mean  ?  If  any  one  knows 
let  him  hold  up  his  hand.”  Up  jumped  a  lit¬ 
tle  fellow,  so  eager  to  answer  as  not  to  wait  for 
recognition.  “  I  know  !”  he  called  out.  “  It 
means  hurry  and  get  through.”  There  was  an 
audible  smile. 

Eying  Every  Man. — It  has  been  said  that 
“  a  good  sermon  is  like  a  good  portrait,  eying 
every  man  in  the  room.”  A  well-taught  Sun¬ 
day-school  lesson  should  also  have  the  impres¬ 
sive  way  of  looking  each  scholar  square  in  the 
face,  enlightening,  rebuking,  or  encouraging 
him. — M.  E.  S.  S.  yournal. 

A  Request. — -An  Edinburgh  paper  says  that 
Dr.  Duff  left  a  request  that  President  McCosh 
would  prepare  a  manual  of  philosophy  for 
Hindoo  students,  putting  Christianity  in  its  le¬ 
gitimate  place,  beside  the  latest  development  of 
European  thought. 

A  Memorial. — It  is  proposed  in  England 
to  raise  1,000, 000  pence  fora  memorial  to  Rob¬ 
ert  Raikes. 


a  week  in  your  own  town.  Terms  and  $5 
outfit  free-  AddFess  H.  Hallktt  &  Co., 
Portland,  Maine. 

n  n  I  n  Any  worker  can  make  $12  a  day  at  home. 
uUuU  Costly  outfit  free.  Address  True  &  Co., 
Augusta,  Maine. 


THE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER. 


1S7 


2d  Quarter. 
Lesson  XXII. 


AUGSBTJRG  LESSON  LEAF. 

International  Bible  Lessons. 


June  2,  1878. 
Daniel  v.  22-31. 


THE  HANDWRITING  ON  THE  WALL. 


22.  And  Hum,  his  son,  O  Belshazzar, 
hast  not  bumbled  thine  heart,  though 
thou  knenest  all  this; 

23.  But  Last  lifted  up  thyself  against  the 
Lord  of  heaven  ;  and  they  have  brought  the 
vessels  of  his  house  before  thee,  and  thou  and 
thy  lords,  thy  wives  and  thy  concubines,  have 
drunk  wine  in  them ;  and  thou  hast  praised 
the  gods  of  silver,  and  gold,  of  brass,  iron,  wood, 
and  stone,  which  see  not,  nor  hear,  nor  know  : 
and  the  God  in  whose  hand  thy  breath  is,  and 
whose  are  all  thy  ways,  hast  thou  not  glori¬ 
fied. 

24.  Then  was  the  part  of  the  hand  sent  from 
him;  and  this  writing  was  written. 

25.  And  this  is  the  writing  that  was  writ¬ 
ten,  MENE,  MENE,  TEKEL,  UPHARS1N. 


2(5.  This  is  the  interpretation  of  the  thing: 
MENE  ;  God  hath  numbered  thy  kingdom,  and 
finished  it. 

27.  TEKEL;  Thon  art  weighed  in  the 
balances,  and  art  found  wanting. 

28.  PERES:  Thy  kingdom  is  divided,  and 
given  to  the-Medes  and  Persians. 

29.  Then  commanded  Belshazzar,  and  they 
clothed  Daniel  with  scarlet,  and  pul  a  chain  of 
gold  about  his  neck,  and  made  a  proclamation 
concerning  him,  that  he  should  bo  the  third 
ruler  in  the  kingdom. 

30.  U  In  that  night  was  Belshazzar  the 
king  oE  the  Chaldeans  slain. 

31.  And  Darius  the  Median  took  the  kingdom, 
being  about  threescore  and  two  years  old. 


CENTRAL  TEXT,  ■  -  Verses  22, 
27and  30.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT— God’s  prov¬ 
idential  government  over  men 
and  nations. 


GOLDEN  TEXT,  —  “  Thou  art 
weighed  in  the  balances  and 
art  found  wanting.”  Verse  27. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M.  Daniel  iv. 

T.  “  v. 

tV.  Matt.  Xxi.  33-44. 

Th.  Is.  xxvi.  5-11. 

F.  Psalm  lxii. 

Sat.  Luke  xii.  16-21. 

S.  Is.  xlii. 


sense  only  the  more  clearly.  “  That  night,”  by  diverting  the  r 
Medo-Persian  army  under  Cyrus,  got  into  and  took  the  city, 
miah  1  and  li. 


BRIEF  NOTES-- “  His  son,” 
Belshazzar  is  now  thought  to 
have  been  son  of  Nabonnedus, 
the  last  king  of  Babylon,  and 
probably  Nebuchadnezzar’s 
grandson,  and  he  is  supposed 
to  have  reigned  along  with  his 
father.  Recently  discovered 
inscriptions  show  this.  The 
words  of  the  handwriting  were 
Chaldee.  “Upharsin”  is  the 
conjunction  and  and  the  plural 
of  perks,  and  it  brings  out  the 
iver  Euphrates  from  its  bed,  the 
This  was  538  B.  C.  Read  Jere- 


Explanatory  Questions. 


BELSHAZZAR'S  SIN. 

1.  Who  was  Belshazzar  T  What  was  going  on 

at  the  palace  at  this  time? 

2.  What  interrupted  the  revelry  ?  What  effect 

had  this? 

3.  Who  were  brought  in  to  interpret  the  writ¬ 

ing?  Could  they  do  it  ? 

4.  Wheat  last  was  brought  in?  About  how 

old  was  he  now  ? 

5.  Of  what  did  Daniel  now  remind  the  king? 

Had  Belshazzar  known  all  this  ? 

6.  What  evil  character  did  Daniel  charge  Bel¬ 

shazzar  with  ? 

7.  What  did  he  say  of  his  disposition  toward 

God  ?  How  was  it  shown  that  very  night  ? 

8.  What  of  his  disposition  toward  idol  gods  ? 

How  was  it  shown  ? 

9.  How  did  Daniel  characterize  false  gods  ? 

The  true  God? 

10.  What  is  the  first  and  constant  duty  of  man  ? 
See  1  Cor.  x.  31. 


11.  Who  were  joined  with  Belshazzar  in  his 

sm? 

BELSHAZZAR'S  JUDGMENT. 

12.  What  did  Daniel  say  of  the  origin  of  the 

handwriting  on  the  wall  ? 

13.  W  hat  was  the  writing  ? 

14.  How  did  Daniel  explain  the  first  word?  The 

second  ?  The  third  ? 

15.  Who  were  joined  with  Belshazzar  in  this 

judgment  ? 

16.  What  is  the  “  Lesson  Taught?”  How  would 

you  appear  in  God's  balances  ? 

17.  What  was  done  to  Daniel  that  night?  To 

Belshazzar  ? 

18.  What  became  of  the  Babylonian  Empire 

that  night  ? 

19.  What  part  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream  of 

the  image  was  here  fulfilled  ? 

20.  Who  took  the  kingdom  thereupon  ? 

21.  Can  you  tell  any  of  the  circumstances  of 

this  fall  of  Babylon  ? 


HYMN. 

O  Thou  who  wouldst  not  have 
One  wretched  sinner  die. 

Who  diedst  Thyself,  my  soul  to  save 
From  endless  misery  1 
Show  me  the  way  to  shun 
Thy  dreadful  wrath  severe. 

That  when  Thou  comest  on  Thy  throne, 
1  may  with  joy  appear. 


S.  M.  D. 

Thou  art  Thyself  the  Way, 

Thyself  in  me  reveal ; 

So  shall  I  pass  my  life’s  short  day 
Obedient  to  Thy  will ; 

So  shall  I  love  my  God, 

Because  He  first  loved  mo, 

And  praise  Thee  in  Thy  bright  abode, 
Through  all  eternity. 


iSS 
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DANIEL  IN  THE  LIONS’  DEN.— (Whit-Sunday.) 


14.  Then  tbeking,  when  he  heart  these  words, 
was  sore  displeased  with  himself,  and  set  his 
heart  on  Daniel  to  deliver  him  ;  and  he  labored 
till  the  going  down  of  the  sun  to  deliver  him. 

15.  Then  these  men  assembled  unto  the  king, 
and  said  unto  the  king  Know,  O  king,  that  the 
law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians  is,  That  no  de¬ 
cree  or  statute  which  the  king  establisheth  may 
he  changed. 

16.  Then  the  king  commanded,  and  they 
brought  Daniel,  and  cast  him  into  the  den  of 
lions.  Now  the  king  spake  ana  said  unto  Daniel, 
Thy  God,  whom  thou  servest  continually,  he 
will  deliver  thee. 

17.  And  a  stone  was  brought,  and  laid  upon  the 
mouth  of  the  den  ;  and  the  king  sealed  it  with 
his  own  signet,  and  with  the  signet  of  his  lords; 
that  thepurpose  might  not  be  changed  concern¬ 
ing  Daniel. 

IS.  IT  Then  the  king  went  to  his  palace,  and 
passed  the  night  in  fasting  ;  neither  were  in¬ 
struments  of  music  brought  before  him  ;  and 
his  sleep  went  from  him. 


19.  Then  the  king  arose  very  early  in  the 
morning,  and  went  in  haste  unto  the  den  of 
lions. 

20.  And  when  he  came  to  the  den,  he  cried 
with  a  lamentable  voice  unto  Daniel  :  and  the 
king  spake  and  said  to  Daniel, O  Daniel,  servant 
of  thelivingGod,  istliy  God,  whom  thouservest 
continually,  able  to  deliver  thee  from  the  lionsT 

21.  Then  said  Daniel  unto  the  King,  O 
king-,  live  forever. 

22.  ,v  God  hath  sent  his  aiurcl,  and 
hath  shut  the  lions’  months,  that  they 
have  not  hurt  me:  forasmuch  as  before 
him  iunoeeuey  was  found  in  me;  and 
also  before  thee,  O  king,  have  I  done  no 
hurt. 

23.  Then  was  the  king- exceeding  erlad 
for  him,  and  commanded  that  they 
should  take  Daniel  up  out  of  theden.  So 
Daniel  was  taken  up  out  of  the  den,  and 
no  manner  of  hurt  was  found  upon  him 
because  he  believed  in  bis  God. 


CENTRAL  TEXT— Verses  21- 
23.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT.-A  lesson 
of  man's  weakness  and  hate, 
and  of  God's  power  and  loving 
care. 

GOLDEN  TEXT— “My  God 
hath  sent  his  angel  and  hath 
shut  the  lions'  mouths, that  they 
have  not  hurt  me.”  Verse  22. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M.  Daniel  vi. 

T.  Psalm  xxxvii. 

W.  Gen.  xxxvii.  12-28. 
Th.  1  Sam.  xvii.  32-54. 

F.  Jonah  1.  and  li. 

Sat. John  xvi.  7-15. 

S.  Acts  ii. 


it.”  So  the  stone  at  our  Lord’s  sepulchre  was  sealed, 
a  reversal  of  It  impossible  without  detection.  “A  lam 
the  king’s  feelings,  oppressed  with  sorrow.  “O  king,  1 
tion  of  the  monarch.  Daniel  was  not  less  than  eighty 


BRIEF  NOTES.— “  The  Ring  ” 
was  Dari'us,  the  Mede.  There 
is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
which  of  the  kings  mentioned 
in  secular  history  this  was. 
“Labored”-anxiously  planned. 
“The  den  of  lions,”  probably 
belonged  to  the  king’s  estab¬ 
lishment,  kept  for  purposes  of 
awe  and  punishment.  So  lions 
were  kept  at  the  Amphitheatre 
in  Rome,  and  Christians  were 
given  to  their  power.  “Sealed 
This  legalized  the  proceeding,  and  made 
’en-table  voice  ’’—its  sad  tones  indicating 
ive  for  ever  a  usual,  courteous  saluta- 
years  old  at  this  time. 


Explanatory  Questions. 


MAN’S  WEAKNESS  AND  HATE. 

1.  What  king  is  here  spoken  of?  With  whom 

was  he  displeased?  Why? 

2.  What  did  the  king  earnestly  desire  and  la¬ 

bor  to  do  ? 

3.  Who  came  to  him?  Why  did  they  set  this 

trap  for  Daniel  ?  See  verse  3. 

4.  When  they  saw  the  king’s  disposition,  what 

law  did  they  quote  to  him? 

5.  Wbat  was  then  done  by  the  kind’s  order? 

Where  was  this  lions’  den  ?  Kxplain. 

6.  What  king  mentioned  in  the  New  Testament 

was  caught  in  a  predicament  something 
similar  to  this  of  Darius?  Tell  about  it. 
Matt.  xiv.  6-12. 

7.  What  should  both  these  kings  have  done? 

Can  anybody  sin  lawfully  ? 

8.  What  did  Darius  say  to  Daniel,  as  they  were 

taking  him  off? 

9.  AV hat  three  things  were  done  to  make  Dan¬ 

iel’s  fate  sure? 

10.  How  did  the  king  spend  the  night? 

GOD’S  POWER  AND  LOVING  CARE. 

11.  How  did  Daniel  spend  the  night?  How  old 

was  he  ?  Who  had  the  better  night,  Daniel 
or  Darius  ? 


12.  When  did  the  king  rise  next  morning,  and 

where  did  he  go  the  first  thing? 

13.  What  did  he  do  there?  What  is  “a  lamen¬ 

table  voice  ?”  What  did  he  say  ? 

14.  Did  he  get  any  answer  ?  Whose  voice  was 

it  ?  What  did  he  say  ? 

15.  How  was  the  king  affected?  What  was  then 

done  by  his  order? 

16.  What  reason  is  given  why  “  no  manner  of 

hurt  was  found  on  him?’’  Compare  Heb. 
xi.  33,  34. 

17.  What  other  instance  of  faith  and  of  God’s 

power  and  loving  care  had  we  lately  in  our 
lessons  ?  What  is  said  in  Ps.  xxxiv.  7  ?  In 
last  part  of  Matt,  xxviii.  20? 

18.  How  is  God  specially  present,  everywhere 

and  always,  with  believers  In  these  days? 
John  xiv.  16, 17  :  Comp.  vii.  39. 

19.  On  what  particular  occasion  was  the  Holy 

Spirit’s  dispensation  inaugurated?  Actsii. 

20.  What  is  the  cause  of  all  man’s  weakness  and 

hate  ?  Who  goes  about,  and  like  what,  to 
master  him  in  this  condition  ?  1  Pet.  v.  8. 

21.  What  is  man’s  only  refuge?  See  topic,  and 

James  iv.  7,  8  ;  and  Rom.  xvi.  20. 

22.  Who  tells  us  these  things,  and  keeps  ns 

mindful  of  them?  John  xiv.  26;  2  Tim. 
iii.  15-17. 


HYMN. 

Always  with  ns,  always  with  us — 

Words  of  cheer  and  words  of  love  ; 
Thus  the  risen  Saviour  whispers, 

From  His  dwelling-place  above. 

With  us  when  we  toil  in  sadness, 

Sowing  much  and  reaping  none  ; 

Telling  us  that  in  the  future 
Golden  harvests  shall  be  won. 


8S&7S. 

With  us  when  the  storm  Is  sweeping 
O’er  our  pathway  dark  and  drear ; 
Waking  hope  within  our  bosoms, 
Stilling  every  anxious  fear. 

With  us  in  the  lonely  valley, 

W hen  we  cross  the  chilling  stream  ; 
Lighting  up  the  steps  to  glory 
With  salvation’s  radiant  beam. 
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Lesson  XXIY.  International  Bible  Lessons. 


Dan.  vii.  9-14. 


MESSIAH’S  KINGDOM. 


9.  I  beheld  tfri  the  tnrones  were  cast  down, 
and  the  Ancient  of  days  did  sit,  whose  garment 
was  white  as  snow,  and  the  hair  of  his  head  like 
the  pure  wool:  his  throne  was  like  the  fiery 
flame,  and  his  wheels  as  burning  fire. 

10.  A  fiery  stream  issued  and  came  forth  from 
before  him:  thousand  thousands  ministered 
unto  him,  and  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand 
stood  before  him :  the  judgment  was  set  and 
the  books  were  opened. 

11.  1  beheld  then  because  of  the  voice  of  the 
great  words  which  the  horn  spake  :  1  beheld 
even  till  the  beast  was  slain,  and  his  body  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  given  to  the  bunring  flame. 

12.  As  concerning  the  rest  of  the  beasts,  they 


had  their  dominion  taken  away :  yet  their  lives 
were  prolonged  for  a  season  and  time. 

13.  I  saw  in  the  night-visions,  and,  be¬ 
hold,  one  like  the  Son  of  man  came  with 
the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the 
Ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought  him 
near  before  him. 

14.  And  there  was  given  him  domin¬ 
ion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all 
people,  nations,  and  languages,  shonld 
serve  him  :  his  dominion  is  an  everlast¬ 
ing  dominion,  which  shall  not  pass 
awav,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  shall 
not  be  destroyed. 


CENTRAL  TEST-— Verses  13 
and  14.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT-The  king¬ 
doms  of  this  world  shall  be¬ 
come  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

GOLDEN  TEXT. -“Thy 
throne,  O  God,  is  forever  and 
ever;  the  sceptre  of  thy  king¬ 
dom  is  a  rignt  sceptre.” — Ps. 
xlv.  6. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M.  Dan.  vii. 

T.  Rev.  xiii. 

W.  Rev.  xvii. 

Th.  Ps.  ii. 

F.  Ps.  viii. 

Sat.  Matt.  xiii.  31-52. 

S.  Rev.  xx. 


BRIEF  NOTES.  -  Daniel's 
dream  occurred  about  589  B.  C., 
and  before  the  events  of  our 
last  two  lessons.  The  “beasts” 
here  correspond  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  Nebuchadnezzar's 
image.  The  “ten  horns”  are 
ten  kings  representing  the  dif¬ 
ferent  kingdoms  into  which  the 
fourth  world-power  was  broken 
up.  The  notable  “little  horn  ” 
is  regarded  as  representing  the 
Antichrist,  which  some  inter¬ 
pret  to  be  the  papacy.  “Cast  down”  is  better  rendered,  set,  put,  placed.  “The  Ancient  of 
days  ”  represents  God,  the  Father,  Almighty  ;  and  he  sits  in  judgment  on  the  world-kingdoms. 
This  is  not  the  final  judgment  where  every  individual  shall  receive  according  to  his  works.  We 
have  here  the  God  of  History.  The  color  “  white  ”  denotes  purity  ;  and  the  appearance  here 
would  produce  reverence.  “  Fiery  flame  ”  and  “  burning  fire  ”  represent  glory  and  destructive 
power,  purifying  agency.  “  Wheels”  represent  rapidity  of  motion.  Verse  12  seems  to  corres, 
pond  with  “  In  the  days  of  these  kings”  in  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream.  The  opposing  world- 
powers  are  broken  when  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  set  up,  and  their  influence  will  still  for  a  fixed 
time  be  felt.  “  The  Son  of  man  ”  is  a  phrase  used  in  the  New  Testament  almost  exclusively  by 
Christ  of  himself.  He  is  the  .King  of  Glory  1 


Explanatory  Questions. 


THE  'WORLD-KINGDOMS  OVERTHROWN, 

1.  In  what  condition  and  where  was  Daniel 

when  he  saw  what  is  here  told  ? 

2.  What  four  things  did  he  see  first  ?  Describe 

them.  What  did  they  represent  ? 

3.  How  were  these  same  represented  in  Nebu¬ 

chadnezzar’s  dream  ? 

4.  What  kind  of  a  scene  followed  in  Daniel’s 

dream  ?  Latter  part  of  verse  10. 

5.  What  did  he  see  set  up  ?  Who  appeared  as 

judge?  Who  is  thus  represented? 

6.  What  is  said  of  his  hair  and  garment?  What 

is  thus  represented? 

7.  How  is  his  throne  described  ?  What  about 

“his  wheels?”  Explain. 

8.  Who  accompanied  him,  and  how  many? 

Comp.  Rev.  v.  11. 

9.  What  was  “  set”  and  what  “opened  ?”  What 

judgment  was  thus  represented  ? 

10.  What  now  arrested  Daniel’s  attention? 

What  sort  of  words?  Verse  25.  What 
represented  by  this  horn  ? 

11.  What  judgment  was  then  executed?  Which 

beast  was  this? 


12.  What  is  said  of  “the  rest  of  the  beasts?’ 

What  does  this  mean  ? 

MESSIAH'S  KINGDOM  ESTABLISHED. 

13.  Who  now  came  upon  the  scene,  and  with 

what  accompaniments? 

14.  To  whom  is  the  name  “  The  Son  of  man” 
(~  here  given  ?  Of  whom  and  by  whom  is  it 
-  used  in  the  New  Testament  ? 

15.  Whither  did  he  come?  What  was  given 

him ?  Who  were  to  serve  him  ? 

16.  What  is  said  of  this  his  dominion  and  king¬ 

dom  ? 

17.  How  was  this  kingdom  represented  in  Nebu¬ 

chadnezzar's  dream? 

18.  Does  it  become  universally  prevalent  all  at 

once? 

19.  How  is  this  kingdom  represented  in  Matt 

xiii.  31-33  ? 

20.  What  will  become  of  all  who  do  not  submil 

to  this  kingdom? 

21.  How  do  you  stand  toward  this  kingdom? 

22.  Are  you  doing  anything  to  advance  it  ? 


HYMN 

Behold  th’  expected  time  draw  near, 

The  shades  disperse,  the  dawn  appear  ; 

The  barren  wilderness  assume 
The  beauteous  tints  of  Eden’s  bloom. 

Events  with  prophecies  conspire 
To  raise  our  faith,  our  zeal  to  fire  : 

The  rip’ning  fields,  already  white. 

Present  a  harvest  to  our  sight. 


L.  M. 

Come,  let  us  with  a  grateful  heart 
In  this  blest  labor  share  a  part, 

Our  prayers  and  otFrings  gladly  bring 
To  aid  the  triumphs  of  our  King. 

Our  hearts  exult  in  songs  of  praise 
That  we  have  seen  these  latter  days, 
When  our  Redeemer  shall  be  known 
Where  Satan  long  has  held  his  throne. 
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Lesson  XXV.  International  Bible  Lessons.  2  Ciirox.  xxxvi.  22-23. 


THE  DECREE  OF  CYRUS. 


22.  U  Now,  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrns 
king  of  Persia,  (that  Ilie  word  of  the 
Lord,  svoken  by  the  month  of  Jeremiah, 
might  benceomplisbed,)tlie  Lord  stirred 
tip  tiie  spirit  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia, 
that  lie  made  a  proclamation  through¬ 
out  nil  his  kingdom,  and  put  it  also  in 
writing,  saying, 


23.  Thus  saith  Cyrns  king  of  Persia, 
All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  hath  the 
Lord  (iod  of  heaven  given  me  ;  and  he 
hath  charged  me  to  build  him  an  bonse 
in  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah.  Who 
is  there  among  you  of  all  liis  people? 
The  Lord  liis  God  be  with  him,  and  let 
him  go  up. 


CENTRAL  TEXT— The  whole 
lesson.  Commit  to  mei_try. 


LESSON  TAUGHT.— The  word 
of  the  law  abideth  forever. 

GOLDEN  TEXT.-11  Speak  ye 
comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and 
cry  unto  her,  that  her  warfare 
is  accomplished,  that  her  in¬ 
iquity  is  pardoned.”  Is.  xl.  2. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M. 

Ezra  i.  1-11. 

T. 

J  er.  xxxiii.  114. 

W. 

Dan.  ix. 

Th. 

Is.  xliv.  21 ;  xlv.  7. 

E. 

Ps.  cxxii.;  cxxvi. 

Sat 

‘k  cxxxvii. 

s. 

Is.  Xl.  1-11. 

BRIEF  NOTES.-'1  The  first 
year  of  Cyrus”  refers  here  to 
liis  first  year  as  ruler  in  Baby¬ 
lon,  about  B.  C.  536,  seventy 
years  after  the  first  deportation 
of  Jewish  captives,  B.  C.  606, 
among  whom  were  Daniel  and 
his  fellows.  Cyrus  captured 
Babylon,  but  made  “Darius  the 
Mede  ”  Ruler — supposed  to  have 
been  Astyages,  who  governed 
Babylon  two  years.  Jeremiah 
uttered  his  prophecy  of  the  return  in  the  very  year  of  the  first  deportation  of  captives.  He  re¬ 
peated  it  several  times  afterwards.  Isaiah,  who  mentions  Cyrus  byname  as  the  instrument  of  the 
return,  lived  200  years  before  that  king  ruled.  Daniel  probably  pointed  out  these  prophecies  to 
Cyrus,  who,  though  a  heathen,  was  a  just  and  merciful  ruler.  The  Persians  worshiped  one  supreme 
ruler,  who  was  to  them  as  the  Lord  God  to  the  Jews  ;  and  their  inscriptions  abound  in  acknowl¬ 
edgments  of  the  power  and  goodness  of  this  supreme  being.  God  works  by  ordinary  instru¬ 
mentalities,  but  his  providence  is  over  all;  he  sees  the  end  from  the  beginning ;  and  so  whom  he 
foreknows  he  predestinates  to  his  service,  as  Paul  says,  Rom.  viii.  29,  30. 

The  books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  give  accounts  of  the  return,  and  of  the  re-building  of  the 
temple.  Also,  many  of  the  Psalms,  particularly  the  series  beginning  with  the  120th. 


Explanatory  Questions. 


THE  PROPHECIES, 

1.  When  and  where  did  Jeremiah  prophesy? 

W  hat  is  it  to  prophesy  ? 

2.  What  prophecy  of  his  is  referred  to  in  our 

lesson?  How  often  was  it  made  by  him? 
Jer.  xxv.  12-14;  xxix.  10;  xxxiii.  7-14. 

3.  When  did  Isaiah  prophesy?  How  long  be¬ 

fore  the  time  of  Cyrus  ? 

4.  What  did  he  say  about  Cyrus  and  that  king’s 

relation  to  God  and  his  people?  Is.  xliv. 
26-28;  xlv.  1-5. 

THE  FULFILLMENT. 

5.  When  was  “the  first  year  of  Cyrus  king  of 

Persia  ?” 

6.  How  long  had  it  been  since  Nebuchadnezzar 

carried  off  the  first  lot  of  captives  from 
J  udah  ? 

7.  How  was  Cyrus  affected  toward  the  Jews  at 

this  time  ? 


8.  Whom  did  the  Lord  likely  use  to  stir  up  the 

king’s  mind  ?  Dan.  ix.  2. 

9.  What  did  the  king  issue?  How  widely? 

What  shows  the  importance  attached  to 
this  decree  ? 

10.  What  acknowledgment  was  made  in  the  be¬ 

ginning  of  the  proclamation  ? 

11.  Was  Cyrus  a  believer  in  God?  How  came  he 

to  speak  thus?  . 

12.  Of  what  world-power  was  he  the  head  ? 

13.  TVhat  charge  did  he  say  was  given  him? 

14.  How  did  he  propose  to  carry  it  out? 

15.  Were  the  prophecies  about  Jerusalem  and 

the  temple  fulfilled?  In  what  books  of 
Scripture  do  we  find  an  account  thereof? 

16.  What  does  the  fulfillment  of  prophecy  teach 

us  about  God  and  the  Scriptures? 

17.  What  do  we  learn  about  the  means  God  uses 

to  accomplish  his  purposes  ? 


HYMN.  C.  M. 


Jerusalem  !  my  happy  home  ! 

Name  ever  dear  to  me  ! 

When  shall  my  labors  have  an  end 
In  joy  and  peace  and  thee  ? 

There  happier  bowers  than  Eden’s  bloom 
Nor  sin  nor  sorrow  know  : 

Blest  seats  !  through  rude  and  stormy  scenes 
1  onward  press  to  you. 


Why  should  1  shrink  at  pain  and  woe? 

Or  feel  at  death  dismay? 

I’ve  Canaan’s  goodly  land  in  view, 
And  realms  of  endless  day. 

Jerusalem !  my  happy  home  ! 

My  soul  still  pants  for  thee ; 

Then  shall  my  labors  have  an  end, 
When  I  thy  joys  shall  see. 
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Lesson  XXVI.  International  Bible  Lessons 

REVIEW. 


1.  With  what  king  did  our  second  quarter  be¬ 

gin?  For  what  was  lie  noted  ?  How  did 
he  compare  with  the  other  kings? 

2.  What  was  found,  in  his  day?  What  was 

done  with  it  ?  W  hat  effect  had  it  ? 

3.  Who  may  be  called  the  prophet  of  the  cap¬ 

tivity?  What  else  did  he  prophesy  be¬ 
sides  the  captivity? 

4.  What  Easter  teaching  had  we  :  and  how  re¬ 

lated  to  tlie  International  Lesson  Series  ? 

5.  Who  were  they  who  drank  no  wine?  Why? 

For  what  purpose  were  they  and  their 
custom  used  by  Jeremiah? 

6.  Wliy  should  we  not  drink  wine  ? 

7.  W  hat  became  of  J udah  ?  When  ?  By  whom  ? 
S.  Who  were  spoken  of  under  the  title  “  the 

captives  in  Babylon  ?”  W  hat  purpose  did 
they  form  and  carry  out  ?  Witli  what  re¬ 
sult  ? 

9.  What  was  Nebuchadnezzar’s  dream?  Who 
could  not  either  repeat  or  explain  it? 
Who  could?  Who  did?  What  was  its 
meaning  ? 


10.  Into  what  wereS.,M.  and  A.  cast  down? 

Why?  How  came  it  they  were  not  de¬ 
stroyed  ? 

11.  What  was  Belshazzar’s  sin  ?  How  mani¬ 

fested  ?  His  judgment  ?  How  manifested  ? 
How  fulfilled  ? 

12.  The  casting  of  Daniel  into  the  lions’  den 

showed  what  on  man’s  part?  How?  On 
God's  part?  How?  What  was  our  W hit- 
Sunday  lesson? 

13.  In  Daniel’s  vision  what  became  of  the  great 

world-kingdoms  ?  What  was  established  ? 
To  last  how  long  ?  Who  is  Messiah  ? 

14.  What  prophecies  were  fulfilled  by  Cyrus? 

What  was  his  decree  ? 

15.  How  long  between  the  captivity  and  this 

decree  ? 

16.  How  many  rulers  had  Judah  altogether? 

Of  how  many  dynasties  ?  Whose  ? 

17.  How  many  years  was  it  from  the  division  of 

the  kingdom  to  Judah’s  captivity  ? 


BRIEF  NOTES- — The  following  points  of  chronology  may  help 
in  Review.  They  are  according  to  Usher,  whose  dates  are  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  margin  of  our  Bibles.  Division  of  the  kingdom  B. 
C.  975.  Relioboam  reigned  17  years,  till  957 ;  Abijah  3  years,  till 
955;  Asa,  41  years,  till  914;  Jehoshapliat,  25  years,  till  889  ;  Je- 
horam,  8  years,  till  885  ;  Ahaziali,  1  year  ;  Athaliah,  his  mother, 
an  usurper,  6  years,  till  878  ;  Joasli,  40  years,  till  839  ;  Amaziah,  29 
years,  till  810  ;  Uzziali,  52  years,  till  758  ;  Jotham,  16  years,  till  742 ; 
Aliaz,  16  years,  till  726  ;  Hezekiah,  29  years,  till  698;  Manasseh,  55 
years,  till  642;  Anion,  2  years,  till  639;  Josiah,  31  years,  till  608; 
Jelioahaz.  3  months  ;  Jehoiakim,  11  years,  till  597  ;  Jelioiachin,  3 
months  ;  Zedekiali,  11  years,  till  586,  when  he  was  carried  to  Baby¬ 
lon.  The  first  deportation  of  captives  was  in  606,  when  Daniel 
was  carried  off.  All  the  above  kings  were  lineal  descendants  of  David. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 


M.  2  Chron.  xxxiv. 

T.  Jer.  xxxii.  and  xxxiii. 
W.  “  xxxiv.  and  xxxv. 
Th.  •<  lii. 

F.  Daniel  i  and  ii. 

Sat.  “  iii.  and  v. 

S.  “  vii.  and  ix. 


HYMN.  C.  M. 


O  God  of  Jacob,  by  whose  hand 
Thy  people  still  are  fed  ; 

Who,  through  this  weary  pilgrimage 
Hast  all  our  fathers  led ! 

To  Thee  our  humble  vows  we  raise, 
To  Thee  address  our  prayer  ; 

And  in  Thy  kind  and  faithful  breast 
Deposit  all  our  care. 


Oil.  spread  Thy  covering  wings  around 
Till  all  our  wanderings  cease, 

And  at  our  Father’s  loved  abode 
Our  souls  arrive  in  peace  ! 

To  Thee,  as  to  our  covenant  God, 

We’ll  our  whole  selves  resign  ; 

And,  thankful,  own  that  all  we  are, 
And  all  we  have,  is  Thine. 
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